
Alsager Club Treasurer serves on Rotary International Finance Committee 

1285 District, Club Treasurer – Tim Smith has just finished his first 6 months of a 3-year term as a 

member of Rotary International Finance Committee. 

He was appointed as part of a pilot scheme to encourage qualified and experience Rotarians who 

were not know to senior leaders to take part to bring a fresh perspective. Tim described himself as a 

young 50-year-old Chartered Accountant with a focus on European Operational Audits. 

With over 1,000 applications for 26 positions throughout Rotary International Standing Committees 

this is a major vote of confidence in him. 

With a budget of US$100m and over 800 staff Rotary International has plenty of issues to keep the 

Finance Committee occupied. 

The fact that the UK has its own Administration unit in the form of RIBI is not held against him too 

much, however it does provide a good counter point when discussions about the International 

Offices are held. 

 

 

There are 8 members split equally between past and current board members and ordinary 

members, representing the USA x 2, Canada, Italy, India, The Philippians, Twain and the UK. 

Together with a mix of backgrounds 

The Finance Committee normally meets with the Finance Committee of the Rotary Foundation Trust 

as around 1/3 of the costs are recharged to the Foundation. Meeting normally take place over 3 days 

twice a year in Evanston, with conference calls in between. The international nature of the business 

and members time-zones means getting everyone to take part can be difficult. 

The main tasks of the Committee are to review the budget process from setting assumptions to be 

used (Membership numbers, Rate of Return on Investments, Capital Expenditure funds), ensuring a 

balanced budget is set and then reviewing the Financial progress during the year. 

Tim commented “it was hard during my first visit, I found the number side straight forwards but 

struggled with all the ins and outs of Rotary International”.  

All the Committee members were aware it was members’ dues they were looking after and were not 

afraid to hold the Evanston “staff” to account. 

Tim is hoping to take on further roles both at RIBI and RI after his term with the Finance Committee 

ends.  

 


