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Conference colleagues. (Bill’s taking the 

photo!) 
 

Comment … 
from President Richard Hovey 
 

Firstly, I am very pleased to record the 
arrival of two new members to our 

Club, with Dennis and Andy joining us 
in recent weeks.   
  Autumn is traditionally the time of our 

District Conference.  This year was the 
first for the new District 1285, held in 

the familiar location of Southport.   
  The venue was close enough to home 
to allow a full day visit to Conference 

during which I managed to fit in the 
plenary session; eat a Foundation 

lunch; win a holiday in the raffle; pick 
up a parking ticket; attend the  DG’s 
reception; have an evening meal with 

club members and  enjoy musical 
entertainment from Trafford Park and 

Wigan. 
  You will see from Tim’s conference 
report on page 6/7 that the weekend 

programme was a very full and varied 
one with many interesting and inspiring 

speakers.   It was particularly pleasing 
to see Grace Milner, President of 
Sandbach Interact Club, up on the 

conference stage at one of the plenary 
sessions. 

Richard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandbach-rotary.org.uk/
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Calendar 

Wednesday meetings 

 

November is Rotary Foundation month 

 

4th Nov:   Speaker (Alan Dodd) 

11th Nov:  President’s topic  

18th Jan:  Speaker (Mike Garratt) 

25th Jan:  Business meeting 

 

December is Family of Rotary month 

 

2nd Dec:   Special General Meeting 

9th Dec:   Speaker (Roger Foden)  

16th Dec:  Christmas lunch 

23rd Dec:  No meeting 

30th Dec:  No meeting 

 

Other events  

16th Dec: Christmas lunch at the Market 

Tavern 

19th Dec: Bag-packing at Elworth Co-op 

 

Looking ahead 

15th March: District Council 

             

 

Birthdays 

 

Graham Bradford (16th December) 

Eric Cowcill (21st December) 

John Higgins (25th December) 

Sam Williamson (29th December) 

 

 

Wedding anniversaries 

 

Roger and Jacqui Foden (2nd November) 

Mike and Bridget Finlow (28th December) 

Bill and Claudia Coupe (28th December) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs in this edition were supplied 

by Bal Unnithan, Bill Coupe, 

 Eric Cowcill, Lynn Treadway,  

Interact Club members  

Mystery tour 6½ 
 

  Mystery tour 6 was the international rail 

trip which was postponed, so Stuart gave 

the title 6½ to the rail trip on 15th 

September which went via Manchester 

airport and onto the Blackpool train (the 

excitement mounted!) which dropped us off 

at Warrington. The surprise ended after a 

short walk from the station to the former 

police headquarters at Warrington which 

houses the Warrington Police Museum.  

  This aroused great excitement in Mike 

Garratt who professed to always wanting to 

visit the museum. The museum has a great 

collection of police memorabilia complete 

with charge desk and cells from a former 

era. Now part of Cheshire Police, 

Warrington formerly had its own force and 

our venue was its headquarters as well as a 

working station which still has some 

residual police presence.  

  After a treat of tea, coffee and biscuits, 

our head guide, retired policeman Peter 

Quinn, supported by former police 

volunteers, explained how the force and the 

station worked, and described the huge 

collection of artefacts including guns, 

knives, uniforms and a retired patrol car 

with working siren! 

 

 
“Allo, Allo, Allo. What ‘ave we ‘ere then?” 

 

  We were then dressed up in uniforms of 

one vintage or another which promoted 

much hilarity and provided suitable photo 

evidence of the police career we all wanted 

but did not follow (Bill Whittaker excepted).  

  We were amazed to see the cell door 

through which a man in custody escaped 

via the inspection and feeding hatch, a 

space about 10 inches square. When re-

caught, he was asked to show how he did it 

so that the duty police could be let off 

charges of neglect in leaving the cell door 

open.   

  Nearer to home was the account of the 

death of Constable James Green, found 

dead in the canal at Moston. His death was 

unique in that no other serving policeman 

in the Cheshire force has been murdered on 
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duty. The man tried for his murder was 

declared innocent and the mystery never 

solved.  

  On a similar theme, there is a display 

highlighting the 2000 year unsolved murder 

of “Pete Marsh”, the name given to the man 

whose body was found in a peat bog at 

Lindow Moss, near Wilmslow, in 1984.  

  After lunch at the local Weatherspoons 

establishment our return trip was to 

Piccadilly where we picked up the Virgin 

London train stopping at Wilmslow where 

we caught the usual “slow” train home.  

  The day out was full of mystery and 

intrigue, which makes for an exciting 

experience. Our thanks go to Stuart for 

organising it and to the Warrington station 

personnel for looking after us so well. 

Bill Coupe 

 

 

 

 

A quick rub down 
 

It was a bright autumn Saturday morning in 

September when four Rotarians and four 

members of the Sandbach Interact Club 

met in High Street, Sandbach. Their task 

was to paint the iron railings below the Old 

Hall Hotel which had become rather 

unsightly. 

  Everyone worked very hard in rubbing 

down or painting the railings, inside and 

out, and by lunchtime the job was 

completed. A further stretch of fencing was 

left for the RC Sandbach Crosses to work 

on later.  

 

 
The boys (and girls) from the black stuff. 

 

Bal Unnithan was on hand to record the 

event on his camera but he also persuaded 

the management at the Old Hall to provide 

tea and coffee for the painters. Well done 

Bal and thank you Old Hall! 

  The work did not go unnoticed by people 

passing by who showed their appreciation 

with encouraging comments. 

Bill Whittaker 

From grot spot to … 

 
Jenny Bate spoke about Friends of 

Sandbach Station when she visited the club 

in September. She said that Sandbach was 

one of only two stations on the line which 

didn’t have a Friends Group 

  The station was always listed as a “grot 

spot” in Community Pride Awards but in 

January 2013 the Friends Group was re-

formed. 

  As a starting point they took the three 

things people most commented on: weeds 

flourishing; passenger information difficult 

to find; and a general neglected and 

unattractive appearance. 

  By a lucky co-incidence, the car park was 

extended from 40 to 143 places at the end 

of 2012 and re-painting of the station took 

place in early 2013. 

  The group installed and planted-up tubs 

and troughs, etc. and were amazed and 

delighted to be awarded the “Most 

Improved Station 2013” 

 

 
Looking and smelling good. 

 

  The two areas which the group are 

currently trying to brighten up are the 

Manchester platform and the entrance from 

Station Road. Sandbach Interact members 

are involved with the group and are 

planning to display art work. 

  Mrs Bate said that the two regular 

complaints which are received are access to 

and from the Manchester platform (a lift 

would cost about £500,000) and transport 

between the station and Sandbach town 

centre. However, she said that two things 

are planned by Network Rail: a new cycle 

shelter and a proper electronic customer 

information system. 

  Working parties – with volunteers of all 

ages – meet on the first Saturday of the 

month and Mrs Bate invited members to 

come along. The group are also always 

looking for early photographs of the station. 
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A bit like Stoke 
 

  Tim and Nicola Bramwell made a visit to 

Japan in August to see son Mike who 

teaches English. Showing slides of the visit, 

Tim said that August was not the best time 

of the year to be there: with temperatures 

in the high 30s and high humidity you were 

sweating beer faster than you could drink 

it! 

  Flying into Tokyo the Shinkansen bullet 

train took them to Osaka. Tim said that 

Mike sneaked up on them at the station - he'd 
booked the seat next to them. 

  Osaka is the second largest metropolitan 

area in Japan with over 19 million 

inhabitants. It is a large port and 

commercial centre. Although its 

architecture is modern it boasts a 16th 

Century castle which Tim and Nicola visited. 

He said that the view from the top, 

overlooking a moat and a park, was lovely. 

  Osaka comes to life at night, said Tim, 

with illuminated boats moving along the 

canals and places for street food being 

available at every turn. 

  The opportunity for Tim to indulge in his 

fascination with toilet technology did not 

disappoint. The hotel room toilet had 3 

flushes: long, short and ecologically friendly 

(what was that?)  Obviously using quite a 

lot of energy to heat the water for the bidet 

(various intensities of spray available) and 

a heated toilet seat, the sign “Please do not 

waste toilet paper” seemed a bit ironic. 

  The next day was spent at a 3D art 

exhibition – which turned out to be for 

children but was impressive nevertheless – 

and was air conditioned! 

  Tim showed a photograph of two young 

Japanese women going out for the evening 

dressed in identical clothes. Apparently, it 

is common for friends to dress up in pairs 

when going out. 

  Mike lives in Iwaki which they travelled to 

by train armed with food boxes containing 

such things as octopus balls (refers to the 

dough, apparently). Tim said Iwaki was a 

bit like Stoke in that it's quite spread out - 

Mike lived at one end, and they stayed in a 

hotel at the other. Iwaki is just south of 

Fukashima where the tsunami hit and the 

nuclear reactor leaked. It's outside the 

"exclusion zone" so is reckoned to be safe!  

  Visits whilst there included a fossil and 

mining museum and an aquarium. The view 

from the top of the latter building showed 

where the 9-metre high tsunami waves had 

wreaked havoc. There was still evidence of 

the “cardboard boxes” in which people had 

been housed during the period of 

reconstruction. 

  Tim commented on the level of crime in 

the area – particularly in eating places - 

which, he said, was virtually nil. 

 

 
Festival time in Iwaki 

 

Before flying home they had a few days in 

Tokyo. Tim explained that the population at 

night was 326,000 but during the day was 

2.4 million. He showed a slide of three 

adjacent zebra crossings where 1600 would 

cross the road at one time. 

  A visit was made to the zoo to see its 

most notable animal: the giant panda. 

  Several information signs had been 

translated into English giving many 

opportunities for amusing or confusing 

mistranslations. ”When you go out please 

put your PC … in your bag or on a desk. 

Please do not put it in the unstable place. 

Even if there is anything, the hotel can’t 

have responsibility.”  

 

 

Italy’s largest lake 
 

Having some spare time before flying 

home, after attending the Radical European 

Masters Championships at Monza, Eric 

Cowcill decided to explore – however briefly 

- some aspects of Lake Garda. 

  He said that whilst Garda was Italy’s 

largest lake, the land around it was not as 

mountainous as that surrounding Lake 

Como. 

  He headed first for the east side of the 

lake through the vineyards, stopping first at 

Peschiera with lots of boats moored 
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alongside the piers, before motoring north 

to Lazise. 

  This is a lovely old town, he said, with 

narrow streets, picturesque places and a 

castle. It also has a long section of paved 

walkway along the lakeside with lots of 

flowers everywhere. 

 

 
One of the most popular destinations. 

 

  Garda is one of the main resorts on the 

southern end of the lake that bears its 

name. Located in a horseshoe bay with a 

long promenade lined with cafes, shops and 

restaurants, Garda is one of the most 

popular destinations in the Italian lakes. 

The colourful buildings, the churches, and a 

harbour buzzing with boats and ferries 

coming and going, gives it a special 

atmosphere. 

  Eric said that time did not permit going 

much further north for the airplane home 

from Bergamo called so it was back to the 

airport for the journey home. 

  Eric completed his presentation by talking 

about his current role as District Governor 

Nominee. 

  He said that in February this year he had 

attended the RIBI Assembly where the 

programme for 2015/16 was decided and 

responsibilities allocated. His particular job 

is to arrange club assemblies with the 

Assistant Governors. He also chairs the 

District Service Committee meetings as well 

as doing a precis of officer reports for the 

District Executive. 

  Next year (2016/17) he will be the District 

Governor Elect and this will be when “more 

serious brainwashing” will take place. He 

will also be expected to represent District at 

various functions and in November 2016 

will attend the Rotary International 

Assembly in San Diego. In July 2017 Eric 

will become the District Governor for  

D1285. 

  Members of the club expressed their 

pleasure and pride in having a member of 

the club taking on this important role and 

pledged their support and help during his 

year of office. 

 

 

Pigs might …. 

 
Dave Lewis gave “part 2” of his job talk at a 

meeting earlier in the year. 

  He reminded members that he left school 

to become a craft printer but in the 1990s, 

along with another 151printers at the 

Express and Star and Shropshire Star he 

was locked out and sacked. This sacking led 

to three industrial tribunals, the first of 

which the employees lost 2-1, the second, 

an appeal by the union, was won 3-nil and 

then finally the employer appealed and the 

employees lost 2-1 again, this time on a 

technicality. However, this was something 

he described as the “best piece of bad luck 

that I ever received.” 

  In 1985 he was married, had a family and 

was living in Telford – with an 

unemployment rate of 35%. Dave became 

a market trader for two years – selling 

kitchen equipment – before deciding to 

become a plumber. 

   He enrolled at Shrewsbury College and 

completed the three year course in one, 

leaving the college as a registered plumber. 

He joined the Institute of Plumbing and 

became chairman 1996 until he retired 

from it in 2000.  

  Dave later worked for someone in 

Yorkshire whom he described as a criminal 

rogue, or bandit, who had delusions of 

grandeur and was financially “bent”. He 

only dealt in cash, colluding with works’ 

engineers to inflate invoice charges. Dave 

was given work and always managed to 

complete the jobs ahead of time. 

  Mentioning that it was just as well that his 

talk was after the meal rather than before 

it, Dave went on to describe some 

humorous experiences whilst carrying out 

work at a local pig factory in Malton, North 

Yorkshire. He told the story of a lazy 

factory worker who failed to shut the hatch 

on the tank which contained the pigs’ 

innards and the compressed air, which 

propelled the guts from the butchery hall to 

the tank, blew the stuff all over the roof of 

the factory. This led to the call of "Oh, look! 

Roof lights!" 
 

 
 

A curious fellow named Kurt 

Used to climb Alpine peaks in a skirt. 

He said it felt nice 

In the snow and the ice, 

And it keeps those below more alert. 

Michael Palin 
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Conference report 
 

The weekend of 23/24/25th October saw the 

first District 1285 Conference in Southport. 

Southport is a good venue: it’s flat, and 

there are lots of places to charge mobility 

scooters – an ideal site then! 

  Conferences are a chance to meet 

Rotarians from other clubs you may already 

know; to meet Rotarians you do not already 

know; to enjoy the company of Rotarians 

from your own club; to be educated and, 

above all, be inspired. It is easy to 

sometimes think we don’t achieve much as 

individuals, but done within a Rotary 

context, multiplied by one and a half million 

Rotarians, boosted by foundation grants, 

etc. etc., our seemingly  small actions 

sometimes turn out to be very major 

indeed. It’s good to reflect sometimes on 

what a good organisation Rotary really is. 

  I am not listing and reviewing all the 

speakers this year: instead I’ve put all the 

salient details in a special folder in the 

“Blue Book”. Please take time to read 

through the details of the speakers and 

entertainment and get an idea of what to 

expect at a District Conference.  

  This one was very good. Our small party 

from Sandbach – 5 past and current 

presidents and three accompanying 

partners including the Mayor!  

  We assembled at our hotel mid-afternoon: 

just a little too late to get to the at the 

Floral Hall, but just in time to get 20% 

discount at Marks and Sparks!  

 

The half pint of shandy takes effect. 

 
  We dined at the hotel and would have 

journeyed to “Pub Night” at the Floral Hall, 

but got side tracked by a pretty good 

entertainer in our own hotel, so we had our 

own “Pub Night” at the POW. (No, it stands 

for Prince of Wales.) Like nearly all the big 

Victorian hotels in the country, is in need of 

a little refurbishment - it must have been 

magnificent when it first opened - but the 

staff were very friendly and it was quite 

good value for money. 

  Saturday morning saw all of us up for 

breakfast and down to the conference 

centre for the first plenary session which 

featured “working with young people”. It 

was especially pleasing to see Grace Milner 

from Sandbach Interact Club up on stage 

helping the speaker along with a Rotaractor 

from Manchester. Grace did us proud!  
 

 
Grace speaks from the stage. 
 

  There followed a talk on malaria drugs 

which I found fascinating, though it may 

have been a bit technical for some.  Then 

coffee and Eccles cake.  

  The second plenary session featured 

excellent talks/addresses including the 

experiences of Ambassadorial Scholar 

Brittany from Australia; the RI 

Representative PDG Michael Duben.  The 

Guildford Eye Project, presented by John 

Miles; and ”Rowgirls” by Sally Kettle who 

set off to row the Atlantic with no previous 

experience! This was a very interesting and 

quite inspirational tale. 

   We lunched together and then went our 

separate ways for an afternoon of 

leisure/shopping! The more I get to see of 

Southport the more I find quite quirky 

individual shops down little side streets I 

never knew existed.! 

  After dinner in our hotel we had a choice 

of three entertainments and in the end 

went to the Ramada Hotel to see Sheedy 

Frost (a duo who sang folk songs they had 

written based on stories of people who lived 

in Trafford Park over the years) and Rob 

Mason, a comedy folk singer with a large 

dose of “Northern” humour. 

  Sunday morning was a little easier this 

year as we gained an extra hour in bed. 

After a filling breakfast – well it was help 

yourself, so I did! – it was back to the 

conference centre.  The third plenary 

session  included Jean Best talking about 

the Rotary Peace Project and her current 

role(s); Dave Scott talking about defeating 

Sectarianism; and Lee Burke talking about 

the Petty Pool Outdoor Centre and, in 

particular, it’s links with Rotary, RotaKids, 

and RYLA.  
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  After a break for coffee, and a last look at 

the exhibits in the House of Friendship, the 

final plenary session started with “The 

Match Girl” presented by the Heald Green 

Theatre Youth Drama Group: a very 

emotional play, very well performed. This 

was followed by the second message from 

RI Representative Michael Duben and his 

wife Shelly; thanks for this conference and 

some details of next year’s conference in 

Llandudno; and the final talk: a very 

interesting tale from Dr Erinma Bell about 

how she ended up co-founding a charity in 

the South Manchester area - ‘CARISMA’ - 

giving young people positive alternatives to 

street crime and, in particular, gun crime. 

  

 
Iconic Southport: Lord Street. 

 

  We lunched together and returned to 

Sandbach “Rotarised” – I think that means 

inspired by Rotary!  Certainly we enjoyed 

the fellowship and we were inspired and 

entertained. Thank you to all the speakers 

and the conference organisers: DG Nigel et 

al;  to all our friends who remembered who 

we were; and a big thank you to Richard, 

Eric, Bill & Claudia, Keith & Gill and Nicola – 

without you it would not have been the 

same! 

  If you think that Rotary is just popping in 

for lunch every week at the Tavern, and 

collecting money in a bucket for charity 

then you really ought to come along to a 

conference. It’s really good fun and will 

open your eye to the wider range of 

activities that Rotary is involved in - and 

you could be too! 

  Please think about joining our group next 

year at Llandudno – a good venue and also 

flat! It will be good, but also, pencil in your 

diary the year after when Eric will be 

District Governor and the Conference is in 

Scarborough. Yes, I know it’s not flat, but 

there is a cliff lift and it would be really 

good if lots of our members could support 

Eric in his year as DG! 

Tim Bramwell 

 

 

 

Sandbach Today 
 
The Club joined other voluntary groups in 

Sandbach at St Mary’s Church Hall in 

September for the annual Sandbach Today 

event, organised by Sandbach Partnership. 

  

 
Anyone for communities? 

 

  Using display boards and leaflets, it was 

an ideal opportunity to show the sort of 

activities the Club is involved with as well 

as checking out what other groups do.  
   

 
We are Interact. 
 

  This year, for the first time, youth groups 

in the town were invited to stage their own 

exhibition, held on the cobbles, and we 

were pleased that Sandbach Interact Club 

was able to have their own stall. 

 

 

New member 1 
 

 
President Richard welcomes Dennis Bell. 
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Live Poets’ Society  

 

When Bal Unnithan suggested the inclusion 

of a poetry session in the year’s 

programme, he thought that only 2 or 3 

members would take part. In the end 11 

members came with material and the 

meeting was declared a success with talk of 

repeating it next year. 

  President Richard started by reading an 

extract from “At peace” by his namesake, 

the American 19th C poet, Richard Hovey. 

Stuart Blackwell continued with some short 

and amusing poems about naughty little 

boys. 

  Bill Coupe said that he had reached p 921 

of the Oxford Book of English Verse before 

he found something he recognised and then 

took us on a journey “up the airy mountain 

and down the rushing glen.” Di Wilson’s trip 

was more nautical, being the adventures of 

“the owl and the pussycat in a beautiful pea 

green boat.” 

  John Higgins chose Dylan Thomas’s words 

for his dying father: “Do not go gently into 

that good night” followed by a snapshot by 

Edward Owen of the English countryside in 

1914 at Adelstrop. 

  Bill Whittaker’s contribution was short but 

sweet, and from memory, being an epitaph 

for someone “for he was a gentle man.” 

  Rosemary Twidale moved us back a few 

centuries to quote from “On his blindness” 

by John Milton, written by the poet when he 

went blind in his forties. 

  Andy Wilkie, using the words of WH 

Davies, warned us that we are destined for 

a poor life “if, full of care, we have no time 

to stand and stare” whilst Dave Lewis 

remembered poetry sessions at youth club 

camp and amused us with tales of the 

antics of the caterpillar as well as Timmy 

the sea dog, who attempted to bury a bone 

at sea with disastrous consequences. Tim 

(non-seadog) Bramwell read the highly 

amusing “Hair today, no her tomorrow” by 

Brian Patten. 

  Indian culture was not neglected with 

Gaurang Dave quoting from Kalapi’s poem 

about the firefly and Bal Unnithan bringing 

us the words of Rabindranath Tagore in his 

poem “Go not to the temple.” 

 

We’re only here for the … chips? 
 

A visit to Ken Beresford’s snooker “den” is a 

welcome event in our calendar. Ken had 

gone to some lengths to ensure that the 

fish and chip supper was top drawer. I 

mention this first as the meal was the 

definite high point of the evening given that  

 

 
…. and Bill Coupe   

 
snooker is a secondary activity to those 

wishing to enjoy the fellowship. 

  Holmes Chapel had their usual stalwarts 

intent on upsetting the formbook and 

Sandbach brought along a couple of ringers 

in Stuart’s son Nicholas Blackwell and one 

of our newest members, Dennis Bell, a 

former keen snooker player with a great 

reputation.  

  So as not to overpower the opposition 

Sandbach loaned Nicholas and your scribe 

to the Holmes Chapel side to even up the 

numbers. This turned out to be a big 

mistake as the Blackwell/Coupe team 

soundly thrashed the (nameless) Sandbach 

pairing to even up the score at two games 

each.  

  A big decision was then necessary – who 

do we nominate for the final match of the 

night, to decide the winner? President 

Richard and Dave Lewis “won” this honour 

and after a nail biting half hour managed to 

win on the pink when the game and match 

might have gone either way.  

  The other Sandbach players were Stuart, 

Eric, Gaurang, Keith L and Keith M. 
 

Playing for the wine. 

 

   Congratulations to Dave who was 

nominated as Sandbach’s best player and 

won the bottle of wine for the second time 

(my high break of 16 was for Holmes 

Chapel) and our thanks to Ken for his 

hospitality and the Holmes Chapel members 

who now face a 3-1 deficit in our matches. 

Bill Coupe 
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Wheels within Wheels 
Inner Wheel Club of Sandbach  

 

  
Lalita Unnithan, Club Correspondent, 

reports. 

 

      
     Inner Wheel Treasurer gets  

     tough on subscription dodgers. 

 
September meeting 

  President Ginny Lewis introduced the 

speakers, Brian and Barbara Hatton whose 

talk was entitled ‘Greenfields Africa: 

changing Lives.’ 

  Brian and Barbara have spent a number of 

years working with the Greenfields Africa   

charity, spending many weeks in the year 

in the Kakamega rain forest in Western 

Kenya. They help poor African communities 

to become self-sufficient through health 

care, welfare and education. They fund a 

substantial up-to-date hospital which 

serves the people who live in the region.  

   Diseases that cripple the lives of the 

children and adults alike are caused by 

sand flea larvae which bore into the soft 

tissue of the feet and eat away the flesh, 

causing pain and gangrene. Greenfields 

Africa is making great progress in 

controlling this problem by treating the 

infection and providing shoes to prevent 

infection.  

  They said that their work with girls and 

women to meet their many welfare needs is 

very rewarding. As well as shoes, tools, 

drugs, baby clothes and sports kits are 

some of the things that are sent out to 

Kenya at great cost.  

  Lalita Unnithan thanked them for their 

sincere dedication and the club gave a 

donation towards this caring charity.  

 

October business meeting 

 

The meeting was taken by Gillian Merry, 

standing in for President Ginny Lewis, who 

was recovering from an operation. 

  Overseas officer Irene Shaw discussed the 

forthcoming Charity Luncheon on 18th 

October.  Members of the club agreed to 

provide the food and the raffle prizes.  

Members said that they were looking 

forward to welcoming the members of 

District and friends from other clubs. 

 

Birthdays 

Judith Leese (1st November) 

Marie Whittaker (17th November) 

Irene Shaw (21st November) 

Ginny Lewis (25th November) 

Dee Wakefield (22nd December) 

Pauline Minshull (23rd December) 

Kathleen Hovey (24th December) 

 
 

Making connections 
 

Grace Milner, President of Sandbach 

Interact Club, attended a lunchtime 

meeting to talk about her experience of the 

Rotary Youth Camp in July 
 

Last July I had the chance to represent 

Great Britain at a Rotary Youth Camp in 

Zwettl, Austria. During my time at this 

camp I was given so many opportunities 

that I know I would never have been given 

if I had simply travelled to Austria for a 

holiday. Every Rotarian that I met was 

incredibly welcoming to me and the other 

young people attending the camp.  

   I was fortunate enough to befriend fifteen 

amazing people from all around the world. 

Through meeting these people I was able to 

learn more about the places they live, from 

Saint Petersburg to California, which has 

given me a much more global outlook on 

life. It is really easy for us all to keep in 

contact; we regularly talk online, and I 

recently received an envelope from 

Denmark which contained a handwritten 

letter and small gifts from my friend in 

Copenhagen.  

  I am proud to say that I have connections 

with so many places around the world, and 

I am thankful to Rotary for giving me the 

opportunity to make these connections. To 

anyone who is thinking of applying for a 

Rotary Youth Camp in the future - go for it! 

If you like to travel, meet new people and 

make global connections then this is 

definitely for you.  
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As times go by 
 

Eight members and friends supported a 

Churnet Valley Railway 1940’s weekend 

event, featuring vintage costumes and cars 

as well as the steam and diesel engines and 

carriages of years gone by. Keith and Jan 

Ludlam had been on an earlier visit with the 

Crosses club when they celebrated a 

President’s outing with a dining car 

experience, much beyond our humble 

means! 

 

 
Just missed the 19.40 to Cheddleton. 

 

  The line runs from Froghall via Consall to 

Cheddleton, a distance of 11 miles, with a 

seven mile loop on to Ipstones not used on 

this occasion. For those not recognising 

these locations, the line originally ran from 

Macclesfield to Uttoxeter and the part still 

in use is a few miles east of the Potteries, 

called the Little Switzerland of 

Staffordshire. A little imagination is needed 

to find similarities but it is a good sales ploy 

and the Churnet Valley is an attractive area 

of the county which I had long forgotten. It 

brought back some memories for me as a 

native of those parts.  

  The railway is run mainly by volunteers 

during the summer. The trains run slowly 

as befits the elderly status of the rolling 

stock. The station buildings along the line 

retain much of their original character 

although the ticket desk at Froghall did not 

recognise our two bob coins and 

“thruppenny” bits and insisted on modern 

money and prices! 

  We started our visit by taking in the array 

of vintage cars in the station car park - 

Morris Minors, an Austin 7, a Cambridge, 

and several very nice old sports cars – 

before making a coffee stop at the station 

cafeteria before boarding.  

  Unlike real life, the trains seemed to run 

to time and our first leg took us to 

Cheddleton for a 40 minute stop-over and a 

look around the station buildings and 

surrounds. The US army camp set up in the 

station grounds was certainly 1940’s style 

but seemed strangely out of place. 

  On our return we stopped off at Consall 

where we engaged in betting on ferret 

racing, a first for everyone, and watched a 

demonstration where a “duck-dog” was 

marshalling a flock of geese, another first! 

  We finished back at Froghall in the 

cafeteria for a lunch of the obligatory 

Staffordshire oatcakes and pies. Some 

things never change.  

  My thanks to Alan and Tim, our drivers, 

and to Bernard for accompanying me on 

our preview trip to the railway on a Jurassic 

Park weekend. It featured dinosaurs, if you 

could find them, but at least we travelled 

first class that time, had toasted teacakes 

on arrival and enjoyed the cheesy oatcakes 

for lunch. 

Bill Coupe 

 
Fear    
 

Gaurang Dave presented another 

philosophical topic for discussion, this time 

entitled “Fear”. 

  He began by explaining that fear has no 

physical existence, it is only in the 

imagination: a perception based on past 

experience or, sometimes, of the unknown. 

A low-level fear we call “worry”. 

  The effects of fear, he said, start with 

concern and can progress to suicide. 

However, fear is necessary for our survival: 

without fear of any kind we could be 

unruly; animal instincts would take over 

and a civilised society would not be 

possible. Fear of pain is also necessary: a 

child who is not frightened of fire, for 

example, is putting itself in danger. 

  Gaurang said that there are enemies of 

fear: courage, ambition, faith, passionate 

love and mental weakness. 

  Under the heading ”Fear, Business and 

the Economy” he asked whether there 

could have been any human activity 

without fear. Hunting, farming, building, 

and warfare came about because of the 

fear of losing life. 

  Some people, however, get a thrill from 

being frightened: rides at theme parks; 

bungee jumping; hunting wild animals, for 

example. 

  But fear has another enemy called action, 

said Gaurang, and most fears can be 

conquered by positive action. 

  After a few quotes about fear – “The only 

thing we have to fear is fear itself”, etc. – 

he ended by entreating his audience “not to 

be frightened to tell me if I have bored you: 

if not you may wake up now and clap if you 

wish.” 
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Sandbach Primary Academy  
RotaKids Club 

 
Lynn Treadway, Headteacher, reports. 

 

Sandbach Community Primary School 

voluntarily converted to an academy in 

March 2015 and our RotaKids group is now 

known as Sandbach Primary Academy 

RotaKids.  

 

   
  Exhibition to commemorate WW1 

 

  Our 2014 RotaKids group enjoyed working 

hard each week to achieve the targets they 

set themselves to keep the school grounds 

safe for everyone, to raise funds for the 

Royal British Legion and to learn about the 

lives of our partner schools’ pupils in South 

Africa and Zimbabwe. They even helped 

host a visit to Sandbach by a group of six 

teachers from Africa. 

 

   
  Bal and Eric learn some new skills. 

   

During the year RotaKids devised ways to 

raise their own funds through a range of 

activities such as entering two teams in the 

Sandbach Rotary Swimathon, selling cakes 

and Anzac biscuits and making and selling  

popular loom band items. They even 

managed to persuade some of the older 

generation, Sandbach Rotary members Bal 

and Eric, to learn how to make loom bands! 

  Each year the school offers everyone the 

opportunity to join RotaKids and in October 

2015 a number of new members joined our 

group. Abigail Coppenhall has been elected 

as this year’s president. The group is very 

enthusiastic and members are keen to 

develop their citizenship skills by meeting 

every Wednesday after school for an hour. 

 

    
  RotaKids members are very enthusiastic. 

 

  This year one of the group’s chosen 

projects is to develop the school grounds by 

replanting the flower beds at the front of 

the school with the help of a team of 

volunteers from Sandbach Methodist 

Church. So far the old shrubs have been 

dug up and the group are thinking about 

their design and the plants they would like 

to include. Their aim is to make a garden 

display that everyone who passes the front 

of the school will enjoy looking at 

throughout the year. 

  

    

   
New member 2 
 

  
 President Richard welcomes Andy Wilkie 
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Interaction 
News from Interact Club of Sandbach 
 

 
 

 

 

After gaining over 10 new members in 

September, the Interact Club of Sandbach 

has been busy as ever. Laura Bache, the 

Club Correspondent, reports. 

  

Car wash 

On Friday 23rd October we set up a car 

wash for teachers at Sandbach High School. 

Despite getting soaked and frozen to the 

bone, we all had a lot of fun and enjoyed a 

well-deserved hot chocolate afterwards! In 

total we washed 13 cars, raising £75 which 

we are donating to Cancer Research UK.  

 

 
We’re happy whilst we work. 

 

Sandbach Youth Today 

On Saturday 19th September five of our 

members had a stall on the cobbles at the 

community event to promote the work of 

Interact to the public.  

 

Community Pride Awards 2015 

Grace Milner and Ramina Iruthayanathan 

attended the 59th Community Pride Awards 

on 15th October representing Interact. 

They were part of the Sandbach team with 

other members of the Tidy Town group, 

who we have worked with in the past.  

 

Rotary District 1285 Conference 

Our President, Grace Milner, went to the 

Rotary District 1285 Conference on 24th 

October which took place in Southport. 

Grace was a speaker support for Rotarian 

Brian Stoyel, along with a past Rotaract 

President from Manchester.  

 

Halloween Fun!  

During half term some of our members 

helped at the Halloween Fun event in 

Elworth Park. The group led the procession 

around the park and judged pumpkins that 

had been carved by the children. After the 

spooktacular evening, they also stayed 

behind to help tidy things away. 

  

 
Oh, no! The car dissolved! 

 

Future plans 

We have a number of plans that we will be 

participating in such as fundraising for 

Sandbach Animal Rescue and other worthy 

causes, as well as attending the Animal 

Rescue's Christmas Fair. We have also set 

up regular visits to St. Stephen's Care 

Home, Sandbach, where we plan to provide 

company and entertainment for the 

residents. Our club is looking forward to 

getting involved and making a difference 

through these new projects! 
 

 
Sandbach Interact. Making a difference. 

 

 

A curious lady called Davies 

Used to make threatening phone calls  

to Avis. 

She’d pretend to be mad, 

And ask if they had 

Any cars called Lucinda or Mavis. 

Michael Palin 


