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Educators 
Our experienced and talented educators: Lynda Pearson, Rachel Hart, Michelle Jenkins, and Alex Abberton 
deliver the specially designed programmes in the Life Education Units – mobile classrooms (MCRs) which 
provide an impressive multi-media environment for youngsters from 4-11 years supported by an anatomical 
model (TAM) and the ever popular Harold puppet. 
 

We are playing our part in spreading the message of healthy choices with our Educators working with over 
50,000 children last year. 
Programmes 
With the help of the BBC and other bodies there are exciting developments on the programme front with some 
new DVD’s, the introduction of new characters to support TAM and Harold’s iconic image, a website for children 
and more materials to support teachers in delivering the National Curriculum.  
Bookings 
Seem to be holding up, despite the challenging times faced by schools. With more money delegated to schools in 
recent years Local Authorities are more hard pressed though in some areas of the country Primary Care Trusts 
are recognising the role Coram Life Education programmes are able to play in their framework of services.  
Towing and Maintenance of Units 
We are very grateful to local trusts and their members for their help with securing bookings, towing and 
subsidising the visits to schools.  Although we are involving Educators more in marketing the service and on the 
invoicing side we still appreciate the tremendous help given at local level.  The Trust ensures that all Units are 
serviced.  

LEC NW ORGANISATION 
There are six Local Operating Group (LOG’s) under 
the auspices of LEC NW.  They cover schools in 
Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, Stockport, Salford, 
Widnes, Warrington Newton, and Cheshire.  The 
Trust also provides services to Sefton and 
Manchester. 
 

We are currently working with four units and four 
educators.  One of the Units was badly damaged 
earlier this year and had to be written off but we 
have enough capacity for our four Educators.  We 
have recently agreed to store a spare unit which is 
available for the whole of the NW region. 
 

A further development this year is the establishment 
of a Region-wide group with representatives from all 
the Trusts in the NW which is seeking to bring the 
best ideas and systems together and develop a 
service in Liverpool.  

COMMITTEE 
Hon Vice-Presidents:   
 

Harry Pickles; Don Lockett 
Chairman:    

John Parle  Widnes Rotary Club 
Treasurer:   
 

Dennis Pollard Crompton & Royton Club 
Secretary:  
 

Mel Farrar Oldham Metro Rotary Club 
Trustees: 
 

Peter Atkinson Stockport Club 
and Link for Stockport;  
Richard Murphy(Oldham Metro Club) Link for Oldham; 
and currently Bury and Rochdale; Roger Glew Eccles 
Club and Link for Salford; Bill Kendrick & Mike Seaman 
Northwich Vale Royal Club and Link for Cheshire; and 
Stuart Shaw Tarporley Club & link for Cheshire. 
 

CHARGES TO SCHOOLS 2011-12 
The cost charged to schools for this academic year is £235 
per day.  However, where towing is not provided free by 
local groups, schools are asked for a donation towards the 
cost of towing – usually in the region of £60-£80 per move.
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

Email to All club presidents (Districts 1280 & 
1050).  A hard copy will be available to the 
visitors of the House of Friendship District 1280 
Scarborough Conference 2011.
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Amalgamation with  www.coram.org.uk 
 

Two years ago Life Education joined forces with the national children’s charity Coram, which is best 
known for its pioneering work in London through the Foundling’s Hospital in the Eighteenth Century 
and today is a leading charity working with children and families, giving intensive practical and 
emotional help to more than 15,000 venerable children, young people and their families, running a 
leading voluntary adoption agency and reaching more than 800,000 children in UK schools through 
health, drug and alcohol education. 
 

This powerful tie-up has shown many benefits not least in a sustainable London base, the introduction 
of new programmes, some designed in conjunction with the BBC Education Unit, and links with 
leading edge work which has featured in The Times, The Head teacher and Times Education 
Supplement.  Link: http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6107507 

This year Coram is the main beneficiary of Bear Necessities, the Lord Mayor’s Appeal which draws 
substantial support from London and the City. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE NORTH WEST 
 

Bolton 
After a short gap Life Education is once more 
operating in Bolton taking the service to a 
number of schools. 
 

Cheshire 
Three years ago we agreed to work to restore 
and expand the service to schools in Cheshire, 
and this has been taken forward and with the 
help of a new committee there and the 
appointment and training of a new Educator 
Alex Abberton.  Together Alex and Cheshire 
LOG have built up service in new areas, sought 
sponsorship and made a big impact. 

FUNDRAISING 
The total costs of a visit average around £350 per day 
and with the charge to schools for 2011-12 at £235 per 
day the gap falls on the Trust.  This means LEC NW 
needs to raise in the region of £40,000 each year to 
continue the current level of service to schools.  
Chairman John Parle was very pleased recently to 
receive a cheque from PDG Elizabeth Tatman from Iron 
Man event held earlier this year in Bolton;  
 

If your club is interested in a speaker from Life Education 
or would consider it as a project for your New 
Generations committee then please get in touch with the 
Secretary melfarrar@foxdentonventures.freeserve.co.uk 
 or any of the Trustees. 

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
“Life Education Centres is the only resource of its king to be endorsed by Ofsted”. 
 

It is 20 years since the late PDG Bert Hibbert accepted an offer from the Prince’s Trust to pilot a Life Education 
mobile unit in District 1280.  Since then Rotarians have expanded Life Education in the North West to 
Lancashire, Cumbria, Wirral and Cheshire.  There are now eleven mobiles in the region, educating 150,000 
School children each year.   
 

I calculate that Rotarians within District 1280 have raised over £500,000 in sponsorship monies helping 
Schools on behalf of NWLEC Trust.  In addition, Rotarians and friends of some Local Organising Groups 
(LOG’s) have been responsible for towing the mobile from School to School.   
 

The sustainability of the Trust over the last 20 years is due entirely to the sterling efforts of Rotarians and 
friends and in future editions of this Newsletter I intend to record their names and our appreciation of their work.  
 

I can be contacted at jfparle@yahoo.co.uk  
          John Parle 


