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Nigel becomes a Paul Harris Fellow. 
 

Comment … 

from President Richard Hovey 
 

Back in November, whilst waiting for a 

photographer with the Lions Youth Brass, I 

was given a guided tour of the three bands 

practising that evening at Sandbach 

School.   

  The Beginner Band contained some 

members who did not seem as tall as their 

instruments; the Junior Band, where the 

occasional parent was slotted into the mix; 

and the Youth Band that we are familiar 

with at their end-of-tour concerts.  Never 

underestimate the value of a good 

percussionist with each of the bands, 

keeping everyone in synchronization with 

the musical director.   

  Over the past 25 years members have 

joined, enjoyed their music, and some 

return as tutors or help as parents 

alongside their children who are continuing 

the cycle of musicianship. The members 

come from all over Cheshire, with more 

than 20 schools represented: a major 

commitment from children, parents, 

musical directors, tutors and the committee 

who keep Lions Youth Brass moving 

forward. 

     Cont’d 

 
 

 

 

http://www.sandbach-rotary.org.uk/
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Calendar 

Wednesday meetings 

 

January is Rotary Awareness month 

 

6th Jan:   Speaker (Roger Foden) 

13th Jan:  Speaker (Tony Jennings)  

20th Jan:  Speaker (Stuart Blackwell) 

27th Jan:  Business meeting 

 

February is World Understanding month 

 

3rd Feb:   Speaker (Graham Bradford) 

10th Feb:  Valentine’s lunch  

17th Feb:  Speaker (Dave Lewis) 

24th Feb:  Business meeting 

 

 

Looking ahead 

 

15th March: District Council 

13/14th May: Swimathon 

  

            

Birthdays 

 

Bernard Allman (12th January) 

Mike Garratt (15th January) 

Tim Bramwell (5th February) 

Bill Whittaker (6th February) 

 

 

Wedding anniversaries 

 

Paddy and Kath Paddock (9th February) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs in this edition were supplied 

by Bal Unnithan, Bill Coupe, 

 Dave Lewis and John Higgins 

  In December I was able to enjoy two very 

filling Christmas lunches as a guest of the 

two Sandbach Probus Clubs, hosted by The 

Hunters Lodge Hotel in Crewe, and whilst 

there, dropped in on the Stroke Club lunch 

to say hello to some of my mother’s 

friends. As an aid to working off some 

energy I joined with our mother club, now 

in District 1180, on the two nights that 

their Santa Float visited Haslington.  

  I hope Rotarians and friends have a 

prosperous and peaceful 2016. 

Richard 

 

 

A jolly good fellow 
 
It was a “This is Your Life” moment for 

Nigel Birch, Musical Director of Lions Youth 

Brass, when some members of the Club 

walked into a band rehearsal at Sandbach 

School in November. 

  In making the presentation, President 

Richard said, “Rotary likes to highlight 

community work and in 2004 we presented 

you with the Sandbach Citizen of the Year 

award. 
   “Since then you have continued your 

excellent work with young musicians.  As a 

member of Rotary I have attended your 

Lions Youth Brass end-of-tour concerts to 

share the amazing team work of the 

musicians, committee members and 

parents.   
   “I was also privileged to witness the 

progress you made with a group of very 

young musicians playing together for the 

first time as an ensemble as part of the 

Love Music Trust. 
   “Within Rotary we have an honour named 

after our founder Paul Harris which is 

usually given to Rotarians who have given 

service to the community beyond that 

normally expected.  Occasionally that 

award is made outside Rotary and tonight, 

on behalf of the Rotary Club of Sandbach, I 

would like to make you a Paul Harris Fellow 

for your work with Young Musicians.” 

  Nigel said afterwards, “I was in total 

shock at receiving the award as I do what I 

do because I really enjoy it and don't think 

about what rewards I get.  

  “It was a great honour after having 

already received the Citizen of the Year 

Award. I am so grateful to the Rotary Club 

of Sandbach for recognising my work.  

  “I have been really fortunate to meet a lot 

of fantastic people and travel the world 

through my music and have had great 

support from my family and friends, 

including those in the Rotary Club.” 
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A case of mistaken identity 
 

Waiting to start the Remembrance Day 

parade on 8th November, amongst a group 

of Masons, Rotarians and members of 

Probus, with the usual banter about the 

state of Sandbach, the weather, etc., we all 

simultaneously looked at a very well 

dressed soldier who walked past us wearing 

a very smart green uniform and cap. 

  We then began to postulate which 

regiment he was from; what was he doing 

here; etc. Some said the Ulster Rifles, 

another said Irish Guards and I said 

definitely the Royal Ulster Constabulary or 

RUC. Still puzzled, I agreed to approach 

him and find out who he was and ask, 

diplomatically, what he was doing here. 

  I took an opportunity to speak to him and 

when he saw me coming he said, “Hello” – 

but not in the Irish brogue that I expected. 

  I picked up courage and said, “I hope you 

don’t mind Sir, but we have been 

wondering which Irish Regiment you’re 

from. I think you are in the RUC because I 

have a friend in Belfast in the RUC.” 

  The man looked straight at me and said, 

“This is the new uniform for the Northwest 

Ambulance Service and I’m from 

Sandbach.” 

  I backed away, offering my apologies, and 

went back to my friends. When I told them 

he was Northwest Ambulance we all roared 

with laughter – but out of sight of the “Irish 

gentleman”! 

Bill Whittaker 

 

 

Newspaper in the round 
 

In handing over a cheque for £500 to 

Graham Alcock. Chairman of Sandbach and 

District Talking Newspaper, President 

Richard said that the Talking Newspaper 

was one of his chosen charities for the year 

and the money had been raised at a 

concert given by Lions Youth Brass in July. 

  Graham, accompanied by Vice Chairman 

Lynn Slack, expressed his gratitude and 

pleasure at receiving the cheque and 

thanked the Club for their support over a 

number of years. 

  He reminded members that the charity 

had been formed in 1986 and in its 30 

years had achieved much, moving from 

analogue tapes to the present digital 

memory stick and player. Mrs Slack 

demonstrated the technology and gave 

examples of the weekly news programme 

(plus a short story) and the monthly 

extracts from Cheshire Life (featuring a 

guest speaker).   

  Graham explained that the group has 7 

volunteer teams of 5 readers and a 

technician producing the programmes. The 

cost of the project, which is totally free to 

those who receive it, is £7,000 per year, 

funded entirely by voluntary donations.  

Royal Mail does not charge postage costs. 

 

 
 President Richard hands over the cheque. 

 

  Whilst the service – which is available not 

only to the visually impaired but also those 

who have a permanent or temporary 

condition affecting their ability to read – is 

running well, the number of those 

requesting the service is in decline. Graham 

said that whilst there are now other forms 

of technology available the Talking 

Newspaper is appreciated by those listeners 

who receive it. Indeed, it is regarded by 

many as a lifeline. 

  He said that the committee have decided 

to produce an information leaflet to be 

delivered to every household in the area 

asking recipients if they know of anyone 

who would benefit from becoming a 

listener. 

  The Talking Newspaper is available not 

only to residents of Sandbach but also 

Middlewich, Alsager, Holmes Chapel and 

Goostrey. 

 

 

 

B is for Birkenhead 
 

Alan Dodd gave an interesting and typically 

amusing talk about his home town of 

Birkenhead using some excellent slides. 

  He reminded members that Birkenhead, 

formerly in Cheshire, is now part of 

Merseyside. 

  Alan’s title slide credited him with two 

impressive qualifications: BSC and SSC. He 

said that he had used them on a job 

application for Kodak and it was only during 
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a job appraisal, when he was asked what 

they were, that he revealed that BSC was 

Bronze Swimming Certificate and SSC was 

Silver Swimming Certificate! 

  Alan said that he studied photography at 

the Laird School of Art in Birkenhead 

(where he gained a BSc degree) which 

backed onto Birkenhead Park. 

 

 
Birkenhead Park. 

 

  Alan showed photographs of the park 

which is regarded as the world’s first public 

park. One of the photographs showed 

Douglas Blonsky, chief executive of New 

York’s Central Park on a visit. Central Park 

was designed by an American landscape 

architect following a visit to Birkenhead in 

1850. Other photos showed the boathouse 

and the main entrance (like “Hyde Park 

Corner”.) 

 Birkenhead Priory is the oldest standing 

building on Merseyside. Founded in 1150, 

the monks of the monastery looked after 

travellers and in 1330 were granted the 

right to ferry men and goods across the 

Mersey and charge tolls. The tower now 

stands as a memorial to those who died in 

the submarine Thetis – built by Cammell 

Laird – which sank in 1939 on sea trials off 

Anglesey with the loss of 99 men. 

  Photographs of Port Sunlight showed the 

very pretty village created by William Lever 

to house his employees. Alan spoke of the 

quality of the buildings – including a school 

and a church – and said that one of the 

great buildings is the Lady Lever Art 

Gallery. When Lord Leverhulme died, 

30,000 attended his funeral. 

  Hilbre Island is the largest of a group of 

three islands at the mouth of the Dee 

estuary. Alan said that it can be reached on 

foot from the mainland (about 1 mile) at 

low tide. 

  He went on to show a photograph of the 

Doodson Tide Predicting Machine which was 

built in 1948/9 and housed at Bidston 

Observatory. It was used up until the 

1960s. It consists of a large number of 

interconnected pulley wheels. It took about 

1½ days to run a year of tidal predictions, 

now done by computer in a fraction of a 

second. 

  Holy Cross Church, Woodchurch, is 

obviously held in affection by Alan and he 

spoke about it feeling peaceful inside. It is 

the church where Alan was married. The 

nave originates from the 13th Century but 

there is evidence indicating a much earlier 

church on the site. 

  Alan ended by showing photographs of his 

successful attempt, two years ago, to come 

down a zip wire, 100 feet above the 

Manchester Ship Canal, raising funds for 

Kidneys for Life. He is now preparing for 

another one, this time 400 feet above a 

quarry. 

 

 

 
 

Special General Meeting 
 

At the Special General meeting held on 2nd 

December Keith Ludlam presented the 

accounts for the Rotary year 2014/15. The 

No 1 account showed a balance of £519 in 

the bank and the No 2 account showed 

£576 in the current account and £479 in 

the deposit account. He thanked Mike 

Garratt and Reg Dunning for inspecting the 

Accounts. In response, Mike Garratt paid 

tribute to Keith’s hard work in maintaining 

the accounts to a high standard. 

  Nominations were read out for various 

offices by the Secretary. Dave Lewis – 

President 2016/17; Alan Dodd – President-

elect; Vacancy for President nominee; Tim 

Bramwell – Secretary; Keith Ludlam – 

Treasurer. President Richard proposed that 

they all be accepted en-bloc and this was 

agreed. 

  Tim read out a letter from Val Atkinson 

who explained that she was honoured to be 

proposed as President for the next Rotary 

year but whilst she felt she could cope with 

the chairing of meetings she would not be 

able, due to health reasons, to fulfil the 

other aspects of the role and, regrettably 

asked to withdraw from that position. Tim 

said that whilst members would do 

everything they could to support Val in the 

role, he fully understood her concerns. 
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Life and times 
 

Given the grand title of “the Life and Times 

of Mike Garratt” by Alan Dodd, Mike 

Garratt, in his talk to the club in November, 

said that it was actually his job talk – even 

though he doesn’t have a job! 

  He said that the last time he gave a job 

talk was 38 years ago. At that time the club 

met at the Limes where Mrs Bennett arrived 

with a van and dished out meals onto 

plates which were taken by the stewards to 

waiting Rotarians inside the pub. Tony, 

Max, Keith L, John M and Sam were also 

members at that time. 

  Mike said that when he was about to leave 

school he thought about joining the Navy 

but was dissuaded by his girlfriend, Mary 

Skellern, later to become his wife. He 

applied to all the banks in Sandbach but 

was not impressed by the commercial 

banks – they were too stuffy, he said. His 

interview at the TSB was a different matter, 

however. He was seen by the manager, 

George Brooks (a Rotarian) who had been a 

POW in Japan and was a very likeable man. 

The atmosphere was very informal and 

friendly and Mike was pleased to accept a 

job with TSB. 

 

    
   

  His first placement was at Northwich. He 

cycled there every day from Elworth – the 

banks didn’t open until 10.00 and closed at 

4.00 – and was able to meet Mary at 

Sandbach Station off the train from Crewe. 

  He spent six happy years at Northwich, 

during which time he and Mary married, 

and after three weeks at Sandbach he was 

asked to go to Mold. They moved house 

and Mary secured a teaching post at 

Neston. The manager was a keen golfer 

and Mike found himself accompanying him 

to the local gold club every Thursday 

afternoon. Whilst at Mold he did short spells 

at branches on the North Wales coast and 

that started a fondness for that area. 

  The next posting was to Ellesmere Port to 

be assistant manager and then a transfer to 

head office at Chester as head cashier. This 

was the day of the mini skirt and with fifty 

ladies on the staff he said that they were 

enjoyable times. 

  By this time, computers came onto the 

scene and Mike was sent to join the 

programming team at Altrincham and, 

later, to go around the country talking 

about computerisation to colleagues. 

  A spell at Mount Pleasant, Liverpool, 

introduced Mike to “a lovely city” but 

getting to work from North Wales could be 

a nightmare. He said that the queue for the 

Mersey Tunnel could be so bad that he 

could leave it, fill his car with petrol, and 

re-join the queue at the same place. 

  After spending six years at Winsford 

branch Mike heard that George Brookes 

was retiring as manager at Sandbach. One 

month later Mike was transferred there and 

spent the next ten years as manager. 

  A move to Longton was a mixed blessing. 

It was the largest branch in the country and 

he found the Potteries people delightful.  

But part of the job was involved with debt 

collecting. It was also a time when “sell, 

sell, sell” became the order of the day and 

Mike decided to take voluntary redundancy. 

  Soon afterwards he saw an advertisement 

for a Town Clerk for Sandbach and applied. 

He said he was surprised to get the job, 

knowing little about what was required, but 

it lasted ten years. During that time he was 

approached by the Free Gardeners’ Friendly 

Society and was offered the post of chief 

executive. Mike was able to do both jobs 

and conducted the two from the Gardeners’ 

office. Whilst doing those two jobs he was 

approached by a building society and 

became a “mortgage arrears advisor” (i.e. a 

debt collector). Mike related some amusing 

and some sad stories from this work which 

took him (accompanied by Mary) all over 

the country. 

  On his 60th birthday Mike decided he had 

had enough and finished work. He said his 

full time job is now looking after Mary. 

  He ended by quoting from Jenny Joseph’s 

poem “When I am old I shall wear purple”: 

“And I shall spend my pension on brandy 

and summer gloves.” 

 

Statistics indicate that, due to overwork, 

modern executives are dropping like flies 

on the nation’s golf courses. 

Ira Wallach 

 

Bankers never die: they just lose interest. 

Anon 
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Daffodil bank 
 

A group of Rotarians from both our club 

and the Crosses Club assembled on a 

Saturday morning in late November, armed 

with spades and long-handled bulb 

planters, on Crown Bank, at the rear of St 

Mary’s Church.  

 

 
Planters at the ready. 

 

  Within a short time we had planted 

several hundred daffodil bulbs on the bank 

which should give a very colourful display in 

the spring. 

Bill Whittaker 

 

 

Christmas market 
 

On 4th December, our club responded to a 

request from Sandbach Town Council to 

help marshal the annual Christmas Market. 

  Six Rotarians turned out and were given 

the task of ensuring that stall-holders, from 

all over the north-west of England, were 

directed to their pre-booked stalls. Once 

the vans were emptied the Rotarians 

directed them to the various car parks – 

not an easy task as many had never been 

to Sandbach before. 

 

 
 

  The Rotarians were there for about four 

hours on a very cold day but it all seemed 

worthwhile when we watched the public 

enjoying themselves on the brightly-lit 

stalls. Praise was heaped upon us by the 

organisers of the event – and providing us 

with free coffee! 

Bill Whittaker 
 

 

£8,600 per day 
 

Angela Slack, Corporate and Community 

Fundraiser at St Luke’s (Cheshire) Hospice, 

explained to members of the Club that the 

hospice costs £8,600 per day to run. Over 

80% of this comes from voluntary 

contributions and she was therefore 

pleased to receive a cheque for £600 from 

the Rotarians. 

   In expressing her gratitude for the Club’s 

on-going support, Mrs Slack went on to 

describe the facilities available at St Luke’s 

including an in-patient unit which cares for 

10 patents; a Day Hospice which cares for 

15 patients a day; a complementary 

therapies clinic and various support 

services. 

 

 
Gaurang presents two cheques. 
  

   Past President Gaurang Dave, in handing 

over the cheque to Mrs Slack, explained 

that it came from money raised at the 

Swimathon earlier in the year. He also 

presented a further cheque for £250 to 

Maureen Williams on behalf of the Inner 

Wheel Club of Sandbach for providing 

essential support for the Swimathon. A 

third cheque will be presented to Water Aid, 

another of Gaurang’s chosen charities, in 

the New Year. 

 

I stopped believing in Santa Claus when I 

was six. Mother took me to see him in a 

department store and he asked for my 

autograph. 

Shirley Temple 
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A different school dinner 
 

Another trip to the High School found 8 

Rotarians with 6 guests joining over 200 

other Senior Citizens for their annual 

Christmas lunch.   The usual fayre of 

turkey, Christmas pudding, mince pies and 

coffee was suitably washed down with 

ample supplies of red and white wine.    

  This all helped to anaesthetise us whilst 

listening to Mr Shaw's jokes. He even used 

one of mine! (From a phone-in to Radio 

Stoke by a 6 year old boy:  Q: What do you 

call two burglars? A: a pair of knickers!). I 

did pick up one joke from him, which 

generated the biggest applause of the 

day.  (Q: What's the similarity between 

Manchester United and a 3-pin plug? A: 

They're both useless in Europe!")  In 

deference to Bernard I refrained from 

noting any others. 

 

 
Please sir, may I have more? 
 

  The pupils (mainly girls, but also an 

occasional boy) looked after everyone 

extremely well, both serving the food and 

putting on a display of dancing and 

music.   Although we bought raffle tickets 

there was not a single prize for the 

Rotarians.  About 20 beautifully wrapped 

hampers, chocolates, biscuits and teddies 

were provided by the pupils (with a little 

help from outside donations) who also ran 

the raffle, with proceeds going to Cancer 

Research. 

  All in all it was a thoroughly enjoyable two 

hours in the middle of a bitterly cold day. 

Stuart A Blackwell  

 

 

Bags packed and ready to go 

 
Saturday 19th December found a 

procession of worthy Rotarians manning the 

checkouts at the Co-op in Elworth. Unlike in 

previous years we didn't have plastic bags 

to fill, due to the Government diktat forcing 

larger retailers to charge the princely sum 

of 5p each.  However, we did manage to 

help fill bags from  M&S, Waitrose, 

Sainsbury's, Tesco, Morrison's and many 

other national retailers.    

  Some of the more sturdy personal bags 

were of a type not seen since our childhood 

days when mum used to go shopping on a 

near daily basis.   However, sugar weighed 

out in blue bags and butter individually 

wrapped by the grocer were not in 

evidence.  

 

Your bags in their hands. 

   

  Help was given to the Rotarians by 

members of the Inner Wheel Club who did 

a splendid job of staying to the end and 

closing the event.  

  A total of £340 was raised from the 

shoppers’ donations for our International 

charity appeal, for which many thanks must 

go to our Rotarians, Inner Wheelers, the 

Co-op and the shoppers from Elworth. 

Stuart A Blackwell  

 

 

 

 

 

A Winter Night 

 

It was a chilly winter’s night; 

  And frost was glitt’ring on the ground,  

And evening stars were twinkling bright; 

  And from the gloomy plain around 

    Came no sound, 

But where, within the wood-girt tow’r, 

The churchbell slowly struck the hour; 

 

As if that all of human birth 

  Had risen to the final day, 

And soaring from the wornout earth 

  Were called in hurry and dismay, 

    Far away; 

And I alone of all mankind 

Were left in loneliness behind. 

 

WILLIAM BARNES 
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Sandbach Primary Academy  
RotaKids Club 

 
Hosting the golden daffodil 

 

The club’s Community Team went to 

Sandbach Primary Academy at the 

beginning of December to help the pupils 

plant daffodil bulbs. 

  We were greeted by Headteacher, Lynn 

Treadway and the RotaKids who directed us 

to an “open air” classroom on the playing 

field. Community Team members dug the 

holes and the RotaKids planted the bulbs 

around the perimeter of the classroom. 

 

 
Bulbs at the ready!  

 

The young people really enjoyed planting 

the bulbs and a number of them said they 

had never seen daffodil bulbs before and 

thought they were onions.  

 

 
Down goes another one. 
 

  All the group members were excited about 

seeing the results of their efforts when the 

plants break through and burst into flower. 

Bill Whittaker 

Wheels within Wheels 

Inner Wheel Club of Sandbach  

 

  
 

9th November  

President Ginny Lewis invited Deborah 

Darnes and Karen Foster, members of 

Sandbach Methodist Church, to speak about 

Food Banks.  

  Started in St. Mary’s in Arizona, USA, 

there are now thousands of Food Banks in 

the world. Loss of income to support 

families   arises from a number of reasons: 

ill health due to physical or mental 

problems, leading to loss of jobs or being 

unable to work. Some have no money left 

to buy food after paying bills and rent. The 

yperiod 2010 - 2013 has seen a rise in the 

need for the food banks 

  Sandbach Food Bank was set up in April 

2013 by Deborah and Karen of Churches 

Together. Food Banks serve many needy 

people referred by agencies and certain 

rules apply.  They said that referral rates  

in Sandbach are low compared to some 

other areas. 

  After the talk Gill Merry thanked the 

speakers and members handed over the 

food parcels that they brought along with 

them. 

  
16th November 

There was a good attendance at the Inner 

Wheel Christmas Coffee morning. It was a 

good venue for friends to catch up on news 

over a cup of coffee. Along with the ever 

popular home-made cakes stall, there were   

St. Luke’s hand-made cards, stalls for 

jewellery, fresh flower arrangements and 

Gwen’s teddy bears.  

  It is also a time for donating some of the 

money raised during the year. To receive 

the donations there were representatives 

from the Parkinsons Appeal, Royal British 

Legion, NSPCC, St Luke’s Hospice and the 

Salvation Army. 

  The raffle went well and prizes were won 

by several lucky attenders. 

 
7th December 

There was a change of scene for our end-

of-year Christmas Meeting, held at St. 

Mark’s Church, Shavington, This is where 

our President, Ginny, conducts services. It 

was a lovely Christmas setting with a crib. 
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Poems were read by President Ginny, Judi 

Baxter and Gillian Merry, highlighting the 

significance of the festive season, as well as 

funny ones. We also had a surprise when 

Father Christmas arrived and made us 

laugh when he invited ladies to sit on his 

knee. Judi, Carol and Maureen accepted the 

invitation! 

 

     
   Santa meets the Presidents.  

 

10th December 

President Ginny Lewis and four members 

attended the District Meeting and lunch at 

Bramhall. District Chairman, Diana Ayres, 

and her committee members produced an 

enjoyable afternoon of entertainment. The 

District Choir was excellent. This was 

followed by the meeting. 

 
15th December 

A few members of our club went carol 

singing at St. Stephen’s Nursing Home in 

Elworth. We were warmly welcomed by the 

staff and sang carols requested by the 

residents, accompanied on the piano by 

Rotarian John Higgins. Poems were read by 

President Ginny Lewis, Gill Merry and Judi 

Baxter.  

 

 
The entertainers assemble. 

 

  There was festive food of mince pies and 

cakes, pastries and cups of tea for 

everyone. We wished them a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New year. 

  Our past active members, who can no 

longer join us at regular meetings, were not 

forgotten. Maureen Williams visited Joyce 

Jennings at her nursing home to convey our 

best wishes and some of us went to the 

home of Kath Hovey and spent some time 

with her, enjoying a chat over mince pies 

and cups of tea. 

 

Birthdays 

Astrid Jennings (26th January) 

Carol Barrington (29th January) 

Gwen Gibson (7th February) 

Maureen Williams (15th February) 

Audrey Martlew (27th February) 

 

Anniversary 

Congratulations to Dee and Geoff Wakefield 

on their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

    

Lalita Unnithan 

Club Correspondent 

 

 

 
All the trimmings at The Tavern 
 

It was “full house” in the function room at 

the Market Tavern on 16th December. A 

large party of Rotarians, wives and guests 

enjoyed a three course Christmas lunch.  

 

 

In the pink at the Tavern. 

 

During the lunch, President Richard  

thanked Kevin, Steve and the team for all  

their help and good service over the past year. 

 

 


