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Members are welcomed to Berisford’s 

ribbon-making factory in Congleton. 

 

Comment 

… from the President  
 

In over twenty years in Rotary I don’t think 

I have ever experienced such a rapid loss of 

members from any club as that recently 

sustained by ours.  

  Sam Williamson’s passing during the first 

few weeks of my tenure as president was 

upsetting enough, but to have John and 

Max pass on to higher service and then Val 

and Gaurang move out of the area and 

Joyce, a member of Inner Wheel, pass 

away, has all been deeply distressing. 

  Life goes on, they say, but for those left 

behind it can be difficult, particularly at 

such a normally happy time as Christmas. 

  This is why I urge two things on 

members. First, please, please make sure 

we support those in our circle who have lost 

loved ones – a regular visit or phone call 

can make so much difference. Then second, 

keep up the search for new members – 

there is an old saying about strength in 

numbers which I certainly feel applies to us 

as a club and movement. 

  On a lighter note Ginny and I wish all 

associated with Sandbach Rotary and Inner 

Wheel Clubs a Happy New Year and may 

2017 be better than 2016. 

Dave Lewis 

http://www.sandbach-rotary.org.uk/
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Calendar 

Wednesday meetings 

 

January is Rotary Awareness month  

 

4th Jan: Speaker: Dennis Bell  

11th Jan:  Speaker: Grace Milner 

18th Jan: Speaker Bal Unnithan (Florence 

and Tuscany) 

25th Jan: Business Meeting 

 

February is World Understanding month 

 

1st Feb: Speaker: Graham Bradford 

8th Feb: Speaker: Stephen Davies (Cheshire 

under your feet) 

15th Feb: Valentine’s lunch 

22nd Feb: Business meeting 

 

Looking ahead 

 

20th March: District Council 

7 – 9th April: RIBI Conference (Manchester) 

13th May: District Assembly 

        

Birthdays 

 

Bernard Allman (12th January) 

Mike Garratt (15th January) 

Bill Whittaker (6th February) 

Adrian Ramsden (8th February) 

Maureen Williams (15th February) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs in this edition were supplied 

by Bal Unnithan,  

Bill Coupe and John Higgins. 

It is only possible to include a few 

photographs of events in this newsletter.  

If you would like to see more please go to 

www.sandbach-rotary.org.uk 
and take a look at the photographs Bal 

places in the photo gallery. 

Rio-bound 
 

Karen Tonge, MBE visited the Club in 

November to talk about the Rio 

Paralympics. She was accompanied by 

husband Ken Tonge, Assistant Governor. 

  Karen said that she had been appointed 

Chair of what has become the British 

Paralympic Table Tennis and earlier this 

year had accompanied the table tennis 

team to Rio. She said that Rio was a 

record-breaking/history-making/medal-

taking event giving an amazing emotional 

feeling. GB won medals in 15 sports with 

gold in 11 of them. 51% of the medallists 

were women. The youngest competitor 

(age 13) and the oldest (age 67) both won 

medals. 

  There were photos of a number of 

individual athletes including Dame Sarah 

Storey (from Cheshire) who was originally a 

table tennis player then a swimmer and 

now a cyclist and Kadeema Cox (another 

Cheshire athlete) who won medals in 

athletics and cycling.  

  Rob Davies, who had broken his neck 

playing rugby 11 years ago and was 

persuaded to take up table tennis, won a 

gold medal. Will Bayley won his first gold 

medal after beating the home-favourite 

Brazilian. Jack Hunter-Spivey, who was 

born with cerebral palsy, had come to table 

tennis via a Widnes youth club where he 

discovered his passion. He is now rated 

number 10 in the world. 

 

 
Karen and Ken greeted by PP Richard 

 

  Karen said that there had been an evening 

reception with the Earl of Wessex at British 

House (on the third floor of a shopping 

mall) for Paralympic committees from 

around the world. She said that he was 

very passionate about his role as Patron of 

the British Paralympic Association and 

worked very hard. On another occasion, 

Johnny Vegas, famous for other activities, 

http://www.sandbach-rotary.org.uk/
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brought pleasure to the Paralympians when 

he paid a visit. 

  There were photos of the athletes shaking 

their medals. Karen revealed that the 

medals rattle – with a different sound for 

gold, silver and bronze. 

  Part way through the Games, Karen said 

she was persuaded to take a day to “chill 

out” and she and Ken set off on a 5-hour 

trip – which took over 8 hours – to see 

Christ the Redeemer and Sugarloaf 

Mountain.  

  Alex Ellis, the British Ambassador, she 

described as an “amazing guy”. She said 

that he was present at all the venues and 

at British House but had also formed a choir 

composed of homeless people from the 

back streets of Rio. They were taught 

English and learned the songs before giving 

a performance.  

 

 

Bella Italia – in Wales 
 

Tim Bramwell said that after the stresses 

and strains of the District Conference in 

Llandudno in October, he and Nicola had 

sought solace at Portmeirion. 

  During their stay they had picked up a 

DVD about the history of the place and Tim 

showed it at a meeting in November. 

  Portmeirion was designed and built by Sir 

Clough Williams-Ellis between 1925 and 

1975 in the style of an Italianate village. 

The film was narrated by Sir Clough who 

kept popping up at various points in the 

village wearing his breeches and canary 

yellow stockings. 

  The original building on the site was an 

abandoned house. It was a superb setting 

but it had to have an economic basis which 

was tourism. He converted the house into a 

hotel and added a village. 

  The original name was Aber la (which he 

translated as “frozen mouth”) but he 

changed it to Portmeirion: Port from its 

place on the coast and meirion from the 

county of Merioneth in which it was sited. 

  Sir Clough said that he wanted to create a 

“light opera approach” design: light hearted 

and lots of colour. He said it couldn’t all be 

drawn up and handed to a contractor; it 

had to grow. 

  The campanile (bell tower) was the first 

structure to appear – its height and design 

made a statement – and then he had to 

find a dome to go with it.  

  He once described Portmeirion as a “home 

for fallen buildings”: he had offers from all 

over the place to accommodate buildings 

and statues which were being demolished, 

most of them being too big. 

 

Aerial view of the village 

  

  The grounds contain an important 

collection of rhododendrons and other 

exotic plants in a wild-garden setting. 

  Portmeirion is owned by a charitable trust 

and it is possible to rent self-catering 

cottages or hotel rooms. The village 

continues to be surrounded by woods and 

farmland. 

  It has been used as the location for a 

number of films, the most famous being 

“The Prisoner”, a surreal spy drama starring 

Patrick McGoohan. 

 

 
 

 

Sailing down the river 
 
In November Bill Coupe gave an illustrated 

talk about a Saga cruise which he and 

Claudia had enjoyed back in 2012 down the 

Moselle (or Mosel if German!) 

  The cruise started on the Saar river 

adjacent to Luxembourg, and ended up at 

Vienna in Austria, after navigating the 

Moselle, Rhine and Main rivers, the Main-

Danube canal and the Danube river. Bill’s 

focus was on the first part of the cruise 

down the Saar/Moselle rivers from Merzig 

to Koblenz where the Moselle flows into the 

Rhine. 

 

 
MS Regina Rheni 
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  His excellent photos showed the river 

cruise ship and the beautiful scenery along 

the river, and the pretty villages, towns and 

cities on its banks.  

  There are many historic buildings, ruins 

and place names whose origins can be 

traced back to the influence of the Romans 

in the 3rd Century.  

  Splendid castles adorn the banks, some in 

ruin but some in remarkable condition. 

Most towns and cities were bombed during 

the second World War and restoration 

followed quickly by an enterprising 

population. 

  The source of the river Moselle is in the 

Vosges mountains, in the Alsace/Lorraine 

area of France. It is about 350 miles in 

length of which the upper reaches are deep 

inside France, with just 130 miles in 

Germany, most of which they covered in 

the first three days of the cruise.  

 

 
Cochem and Reichsberg Castle 

 

  Apart from being a very scenic river, the 

main attraction of the Moselle valley is the 

Reisling grape and its wine. Vineyards cling 

to the hillsides which spring up steeply from 

the river. There is very little evidence from 

the river of the industrial nature of the area 

but, hidden from the tourist trail, are many 

engineering and industrial works which are 

important to the local economy.  

  Bill said that a major benefit of river 

cruising is that the ship moors at jetties 

often adjacent to or in the town or city 

centres visited. As a result, all excursions 

from the Moselle were on foot. Most town 

centres are pedestrianised and there was 

no litter - an obvious sense the pride on the 

part of the population in their surroundings. 

  Unlike our river and canal systems, those 

in Germany are still used to transport all 

manner of goods upstream and down, 

including coal, timber and wine, in huge 

barges. The Rhine is a very busy working 

river, the Moselle less so but still active.  

  The Moselle valley is a very popular 

holiday destination and many members 

spoke of their own holidays in that region 

over the years.  

Tied up with ribbon 
 

In November a select group of club 

members and spouses visited the ribbon-

making factory of Berisfords in Congleton. 

We were met by Managing Director Peter 

Bowers and Technical Director Paul 

Beaumont who took much time and trouble 

to make our visit well informed and very 

interesting. 

   Founded in 1858,  the Berisford family 

had owned the company through the 

generations until the line passed to the 

Sebire family through the marriage of a 

Beresford daughter to a Sebire. The 

company had therefore been owned by the 

Berisford/Sebire family for over a century. 

In the 1970’s, the company was acquired 

by the Ferguson Group who split the 

business into its two components of 

trimmings and ribbons. The Sebire family 

took back the ribbon business from 

Fergusons, running it until 1992, when it 

was acquired by a Swiss ribbon producer, 

the Kuny Group. 

   Berisfords produces 1 million linear 

metres of narrow ribbon each week, which 

brings an annual turnover of £7.2m. 

Polyester and nylon are the main yarns 

used. The factory employs about 120 

people and works with a shift system, from 

6.00 a.m. on Monday to 10.00 p.m. on 

Friday. We were impressed at the obvious 

efficiency achieved, in many cases, from 

old machinery, obviously well tried and 

tested! The manufacturing process, from 

warping yarns onto beams, weaving the 

ribbon and its dyeing or printing, to 

packaging and despatch, is all “in-house”. 

  About 75% of sales are within the UK; 

Australia is a big outlet and, perhaps 

surprisingly, the EC is not a large market 

for them.         

   There is an obvious enthusiasm in the 

management team to take the business 

forward and their products are sold into 

niche markets, so they have little UK 

opposition, and respond quickly to 

customer demands and orders. 

  They have just announced plans to re-

locate the factory to new premises, 

probably to a site adjoining the proposed 

new by-pass, in the next few years. This 

will enable Berisfords to operate more 

efficiently in a modern factory environment. 

   Some of our party decided to extend 

fellowship by adjourning to the Bears Head 

at Brereton for tea and sandwiches, save 

for David Twidale who had his usual ham 

egg and chips!  

Bill Coupe 
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Packing up 
 
Rotarians, Inner Wheel members and 

friends turned up, according to Keith 

Merry’s carefully planned rota, to help 

Christmas shoppers at the Co-op to fill their 

bags. 

 

 
“I’m sure I put it in here, somewhere.” 
 

  There were no reports of crunched crisps, 

broken eggs or upside-down trifles and the 

happy shoppers put a total of £350 in the 

collecting buckets. 

  The proceeds from this year’s event will 

be added to a District Grant to provide an 

outdoor experience at Petty Pool for the 

pupils of Elworth Hall School. 

 

Interaction 

News from the Interact Club  

of Sandbach 

 
 

Ramina Iruthayanathan, Sandbach Interact 

Club President, reports that the club has 14 

members and they are discussing projects 

which they can support. One such project is 

to fill shoeboxes with stationery items for 

children in developing countries. 

  So far, it has been difficult to find a 

mutually convenient time when all 

members can meet but it is hoped to 

resolve this problem soon and move 

forward with other projects. 

 

Pastures new 
 
We send our best wishes to two of our 

members who have left the club in 

December. 

  Gaurang Dave joined the club in 

December 2010 and is moving to Stafford. 

 Val Atkinson joined in January 2013 and is 

moving to Lytham St Annes. 

  We wish them both well in their new 

homes and hope that they will call to see us 

when visiting Sandbach. 

Special General Meeting 
 

At the Special General Meeting held on 7th 

December Keith Ludlam presented the 

accounts for the Rotary year 2014/15. The 

General Account showed a balance of £707 

and the Charity Account £1207. He thanked 

Mike Garratt and Reg Dunning for 

inspecting the Accounts.  

  Nominations for the various offices for the 

next Rotary year were speedily dealt with. 

The President will be Richard Hovey, 

assisted by Andy Wilkie as President-elect. 

No nominations were received for 

President-nominee and this matter was 

therefore left in abeyance pending further 

arm twisting. 

  Tim Bramwell was elected Secretary and 

Keith Ludlam Treasurer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The humble Sandbach daffodil 
 

Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of the church:  

Two hundred saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

 

With apologies to William Wordsworth and 

thanks to Bill Whittaker and his team of 

horticultural Rotarians for planting 200 

bulbs along the length of St Mary’s 

churchyard in High Street. 
 

     

 
The shape of things to come. 

 

  We look forward to seeing a host of 

golden daffodils, beneath the trees, taking 

the winds of March with beauty.  

(Don’t mix your poets. – Ed.)  
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Christmas Lunch 
 
Well, I should really have been shopping, 

but  the Rotary Christmas Luncheon proved 

to be a much more satisfying way to spend 

a couple of hours on a wet windy 

Wednesday.  

  Those lovely people at the Market Tavern 

have a habit of feeding us very well for a 

very reasonable fee and 21st December 

proved to be no exception. Catering 

for about 40 of us took a little longer than 

our usual meeting but there was no rush 

and I think everyone enjoyed their meal.  

 

 
Members and guests enjoy the Christmas 

fayre. 

 

  Rotarians made up only about 50% of the 

attendees - the remainder being being our 

guests from both Probus Clubs, Inner 

Wheel, Sandbach Crosses Rotary Club, 

Grace Milner ( last year’s Interact 

president) and, as Dave Lewis put it,  

"various wives and girlfriends".  

  Grace was said by Ginny Lewis, and 

Howard Yates gave a short reply on behalf 

of the guests.  

  Richard Hovey presented a cheque to 

Inner Wheel, following their wonderful help 

at the Swimathon, and this was accepted 

graciously by last year’s president, Ginny 

Lewis.  

 

 
President Dave thanks the Market Tavern 

team. 

  There was little other formality, the 

emphasis being on having an enjoyable 

time. Quote of the day came from Pauline 

Minshull who, when Bal's camera was 

taking an age to charge up said, "Come on 

Bal: get flashing".  

  Another major achievement involved the 

plastic frog from Richard's cracker. 1st flick 

to Andy Wilkie, 2nd flick from Andy back to 

Richard, 3rd flick Richard to.....direct hit 

into Stuart's tea!  I'll bet he's good at 

snooker too!  

  Well that's over for another year. It will be 

after Christmas by the time you read this 

so to one and all, HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

Tim Bramwell 

 
Not only lunch but also … 
 
A party of five Rotarians and four guests 

joined around 200 other Senior Citizens at 

Sandbach High School for their annual 

Christmas lunch.   Missing his usual trip to 

school due to ill health was Bernard, whom 

we all wish well.  

 

 
The school canteen is very popular. 

  

  The usual fayre of turkey, trimmings, 

Christmas pudding, mince pies and tea or 

coffee was suitably washed down with 

ample supplies of red and white wine. This 

all helped to anaesthetise us whilst listening 

to Mr Shaw's jokes, despite the boos and 

shout of "get off".  

  The students (mainly girls accompanied 

by teachers) looked after everyone 

extremely well, both serving the food and 

putting on a display of dancing and music.    

  Although we bought copious amounts of 

raffle tickets there was only one Rotarian 

winner, Bill Coupe, who came away with a 

mega hamper of goodies.  About 20 

beautifully wrapped hampers, chocolates 

and biscuits were provided by the pupils 

who also ran the raffle, with proceeds going 

to "Young Minds" (the charity for young 

people's mental health and wellbeing).  

  All in all it was a thoroughly enjoyable two 

hours in the middle of a very dreary and 

damp day. 

Stuart Blackwell 
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Wheels within Wheels 

News from the Inner Wheel Club  

of Sandbach  

 

 
 

Coffee morning 

Members, friends and visitors from other 

clubs attended the November Inner Wheel 

coffee morning at the Wesley Centre in 

November, which always seems to herald 

Christmas. A great variety of stalls included 

St Luke’s Hospice charity Christmas cards, 

a jar tombola, Christmas decorations, 

plants, books, cakes and a raffle. Visiting 

club members came from Tarporley, 

Macclesfield Castle and Crewe as well as 

Inner Wheel International Representative, 

Isobel Sinclair. The lively chat and banter 

was enjoyed by all. 

 

 
Cheques are presented. 

 

  The Club takes this opportunity to present 

some of the annual charity donations and 

on this occasion cheques were presented to 

St Luke’s Hospice, The British Heart 

Foundation, Cancer Research, The Iris 

Centre, The Salvation Army, NSPCC, The 

Royal British Legion and the Leighton 

Hospital Scanner Appeal. 

  The event raised in excess of £300 which 

will be added to other charity funds and 

distributed at the February coffee morning. 
Gill Merry 

 

Lunch at Arley Hall 

Twenty of our members, together with a 

few Rotarians and guests, had lunch at 

Arley Hall, near Northwich, in December 

and visited the Floral Extravaganza. It was 

a cold morning but the long walk to the Hall 

from the car park soon warmed us.  

  A festive Afternoon Tea was replaced by 

the Winter Warmer lunch of soup, 

sandwich, tea, mince pies and cakes.  

  The Floral Extravaganza, in the main hall, 

was a fantastic display of colours and 

shapes. Fresh and dry flowers and other 

materials, both natural and artificial, were 

used to produce creative displays by the 

local colleges of floral art.  Amongst the 

numerous exhibits was an exotic peacock 

feather arrangement.  

 

 
Time for a tea break – at Arley Hall. 

 

  We saw the beautifully decorated 

Christmas trees from local schools including 

one by St. Johns School, Sandbach Heath.  

Children had used their imagination and 

produced a lovely display of trees. The gift 

shop had many locally produced gifts too. 

Lalita Unnithan 

 

Birthdays 

Astrid Jennings (26th January) 

Carole Barringer (29th January) 

Gwen Gibson (7th February) 

Maureen Williams (15th February) 

Audrey Martlew (27th February) 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Kathleen and Tim Walmsley (2nd January) 
 
 

 
 

View from the top 

 

Every time you get in an elevator, turn the 

key in your ignition or cross the street 

when the light says go you are entrusting 

your life to an engineer somewhere whom 

you have never met. 

  Through our vocations and in our clubs, in 

our communities and across continents, we 

are touching the lives of people we don’t 

know and may never meet.  

  The people we help may not have met a 

single Rotarian. They might not even know 

that Rotary exists. But they are drinking 

clean water from a bore well that Rotary 

dug. They’re learning to read with books 

that Rotary gave them. They’re living lives 

that are better, happier and healthier – 

because of Rotary Serving Humanity. 

John F Germ, President, Rotary 

International 

(Extracted from “Rotary”, December 2016) 
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__________________________ 
OBITUARIES 

__________________________ 
 

Joyce Jennings 
 

 
 

Joyce was born in 1929, the fifth child of 

James and Annie Proudlove who were 

farmers at Winterley. She was part of a big 

family and they all had to help on the farm 

and in the house. The work was hard but 

there was lots of fun as well.  

  Joyce picked up her love of baking from 

her mother and enjoyed giving away her 

cakes to others: fatless sponges, sponge 

drops, lemon cheese sponge and all manner 

of savouries were her specialties. Derek’s 

favourites were her fish cakes and potato 

cakes! She certainly kept the family and 

any visitors well fed. 

  After leaving school Joyce trained as a 

secretary in Chester and not long 

afterwards went to work in the office at  

J H Jennings and Son in Sandbach. Here 

she met Derek and the rest, as they say, is 

history. 

  Joyce and Derek married in 1952 and 

moved into a house, designed by Derek, in 

Offley Road; there they lived there for 60 

happy years. 

  Joyce was a devoted wife who supported 

Derek with his many commitments and 

they travelled the world together with 

friends: Betty and Sam, Harold and Beryl 

and Brenda and Jack. They particularly 

enjoyed their visit to a Buckingham Palace 

garden party, and liked showing the DVD to 

anyone who would watch it! 

  Joyce was always busy. She was very 

practical and when Derek was engaged with 

church and choir commitments Joyce would 

be teaching Alison and Mark how to wire a 

plug or change a wheel on the car. 

  She was an active member of Sandbach 

Inner Wheel for many years, and became 

the longest serving member, holding many 

of the offices of the club including 

President. She was involved in many 

projects including decorating a room at the 

Leonard Cheshire Home for relatives of 

residents.  

  She also supported numerous charities 

including NSPCC and RNLI and delivered 

Meals on Wheels for many years. With 

Derek she was a keen member of The Guild 

at Wesley Avenue, organising programmes 

of talks and suppers including the annual 

“music evening” at West Winds. A good 

number of the visitors were probably 

tempted as much by Joyce’s home baking 

as the music! 

  Her many interests included bowling – she 

bowled for the WI as well as The Limes, 

and collected a good number of trophies –  

and was a member of Sandbach History 

Society for many years but she particularly 

enjoyed spending time with her many 

friends and members of her family.  

  Joyce was loyal, supportive and steadfast 

and would do anything she could to help 

when she was needed. 

  Since Derek passed away, four years ago, 

Joyce missed him greatly and struggled 

with her health, but she was always aware 

of the sixty happy years they had together. 

Joyce Jennings,  

12th April 1929 - 9th November 2016 

 
 

__________________________ 

 
Max Leese 

 

 
 

Max was born in 1941, the first son of 

George and Kathleen Leese. They were 

living at the time in Sandbach at the house 

of Max’s grandfather who was curate of St 

Mary’s. Two years later they moved to 

Brereton when his grandfather became 

Rector  and Max attended Brereton Primary 

School. 

  The family moved back to Sandbach and 

Max attended Sandbach School where he 

continued through to the end of sixth form. 

Over the next four years he attended 

college whilst working and gained 
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qualifications as a surveyor and 

construction professional. 

  In 1965 he moved to a large construction 

company, becoming their new area 

surveyor for the north west. Six years later 

he went freelance until forming Termax 

Construction which he ran until his 

retirement in 2009. 

  His company worked almost exclusively 

within the local area and gained a 

respected reputation. Max was an honest 

man with strong moral and social values 

and those he met respected him and 

warmed to him. 

  He was a busy person and lived life to the 

full. He was a member of Middlewich Round 

Table becoming Chairman and then 

president. He was a member of the Rotary 

Club of Sandbach, joining in 1976 and 

being elected President in 1996. He was 

known by his fellow Rotarians as someone 

who had a straightforward and honest 

approach to matters and who showed great 

enthusiasm for projects in which he was 

involved. 

  Max was also a freemason and held high 

office within the Province of Cheshire and 

was honoured at national level. He also 

served as a governor of both Offley Primary 

School and Sandbach High School where 

his contribution was highly valued and 

appreciated. 

  One of Max’s joys was playing golf. He 

was a member of Sandbach Gold Club, 

being appointed Captain in 2002 and 

President a few years later. He played 

whenever he could on courses far and wide 

and took great pleasure in going abroad 

with Judith on golfing holidays where the 

two of them spent many happy hours. 

  He worked tirelessly for the benefit of 

local charities and organisations who 

benefitted greatly from his contribution in 

many ways. 

  On his 17th birthday Max went to a dance 

at Bradwall Village Hall and came home to 

tell his mother that he had met the girl he 

was going to marry. In 1963 Judith and 

Max were married at St Mary’s: a marriage 

which brought forth four children and seven 

grandchildren. 

  Whilst always living in Sandbach, Max and 

Judith travelled to all parts of the world. 

They also loved their caravanning and Max 

liked nothing more than to be in his shorts 

in charge of the barbecue, drink in hand, 

serving copious amounts of tasty food to 

friends and family. 

  Judith was his rock – always alongside 

him when things got tough – and she was a 

great comfort to him in his last months in 

particular. 

  Max was liked and respected by all those 

who knew him. His parting message was 

simply, “Live for tomorrow and not for the 

past.”  

Maxwell Millward Leese 

15thOctober 1941–15th November 2016 

 
 

__________________________ 

 

John Middleton 
      

 
 
John was born in Wallasey in 1931, the only 

son of Herbert and Dorothea Middleton. 

John’s father was the headmaster of the 

local school. He remained in Wallasey until 

he was 9 years old when he went to live 

with his grandmother in Whitchurch when 

their house was bombed. 

  He attended Whitchurch Grammar School 

until the age of 18 where he excelled in 

geography.  

  Soon after leaving school his “call-up” 

papers arrived and he spent his National 

Service in the RAF. John said that he never 

saw a plane – he was placed in the kitchen 

of a hospital. 

  Just after leaving the RAF John’s father 

suggested that they take a holiday together 

in Bournemouth. Holidaying in the same 

hotel was Margaret Rostron with her friend 

Joan. John fell for the sparkling blue eyes 

and they spent much of the holiday 

together. 

  To be nearer to Margaret, John moved to 

lodgings in Crewe and worked in insurance. 

His good sales technique and friendly 

personality enabled him to make a success 

of the business and on the strength of that 

he proposed to Margaret. 

  In 1955 they bought some land in Elworth 

and had a house built and, a year later, 

married at Wesley Avenue Church. Their 

family was complete when their two 
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children were born and, later, five 

grandchildren. 

   John wanted his own business and when  

Mrs Wright’s cottage and shop on 

Congleton Road came up for sale he bought 

them and converted them into Summit 

Travel and Oasis sweet shop. 

  John and Margaret ran a successful 

business and John could always be found 

with his head buried in a travel brochure. 

He soon began to organise his own coach 

trips - something which went on long past 

retirement from the business. 

  John referred to his passengers as “the 

troops” and they could be sure that on one 

of John’s trips they would go to places not 

normally seen by others. 

  There were many laughs and adventures 

on the trips like the story of the trip to 

Berlin when the driver went in the wrong 

direction, because he couldn’t understand 

the signs, and they ended up at a border 

crossing where the Russian soldiers took 

away their passports. Fortunately they got 

them back and were pointed in the right 

direction. In typical style John just so 

happened to have a bottle of duty free 

whisky with him which he passed round to 

calm the passengers’ nerves. 

  John was a member of Probus and of the 

Rotary Club of Sandbach. He joined the 

club in 1963 and was elected President in 

1968. He is best remembered for his work 

in organising social events for the club, like 

the Caribbean evenings, but particularly the 

occasion where a mock wedding was staged 

– with John playing the bridesmaid! Other 

notable figures in the town took on other 

roles and the proceeds were used to fund 

the annual pensioners’ party. John was a 

regular attender at meetings and in 2010 

he was awarded the Paul Harris Fellowship, 

Rotary’s highest award. 

  John was devoted to Margaret and they 

enjoyed travelling the world together. They 

celebrated their diamond wedding 

anniversary in 2016. 

John Herbert Middleton 

30th October 1931-18th November 2016    

 

__________________________ 
I am most grateful to Alison Mellor, Judith 

Leese, Michael Leese, Margaret Middleton 

and Norma Stolworthy for supplying me 

with information with which to prepare 

these obituaries.                                 Ed.                                             
 
 

 
 

Signs and significance 
 
The Rev Thomas Shepherd, Vicar of St 

Mary’s Parish Church, gave a very 

interesting and insightful talk about the 

Saxon Crosses at a meeting in December. 

  He referred to two texts: Jane Hawkes, 

2002 and Richard Bailey, 2011 which give 

the current thinking on the origin and 

interpretation of the crosses and their 

iconography. 

  He briefly referred to the likely 

characteristics of the Anglo-Saxon 

settlement in the 9th Century when it is 

believed the crosses were carved. 

  Rev Shepherd went on to discuss the 

iconography and theological background to 

four of the images. The first, The Adoration 

of the Magi (the “wise men”), near the top 

of the east face of the north cross, shows 

Mary with a child on her knee and the 

images of the three Magi to the right, one 

of them upside down. This image gave an 

important message to the people in the 9th 

Century, he said. It indicated that Christ 

and his salvation were not exclusively for 

the Jews but were to be extended to the 

Gentiles. 

 

 
Adoration of the Magi 

 

  The Crucifixion scene below the Adoration 

of the Magi shows the figure of the crucified 

Christ set on a cross with symbols of the 

sun and moon and surrounded by symbols 

of the four evangelists with the figures of 

Mary and John at the foot of the cross. Rev 

Shepherd explained that the presence of 

the evangelists, who spread the word 

through their gospels, signifies that Christ’s 

salvation embraces the whole world. 

Similarly, the sun and the moon signify 

Christ as the Son of God and Lord of the 

Cosmos. 

  Rev Shepherd went on to show similar 

symbolism in images of The Transfiguration 

of Christ and The Adoration of the Manger. 

 


