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President Richard welcomes DG Nigel 
 

Comment … 
from President Richard Hovey 
 

Music, Music, Music.... 
 

Thanks to all members and friends who 

helped make the Lions Youth Brass end of 

tour concert a success. 

  What is it about Sandbach and Music?  We 

seem to have cornered the market with 

Foden’s Brass Band, Roberts’ Bakery Band, 

Lions Youth Brass and Winterley Band 

providing involvement from starter through 

to International Championship winners. 

  Last Rotary Year I was pleased to be able 

to give the Love Music Trust some starter 

funding from our Club.  They are now based 

in Sandbach encouraging young musicians 

throughout Cheshire East to “discover and 

develop their musical abilities”.  It was 

magical to witness a group of primary-aged 

children coming together as an ensemble in 

just 15 minutes under the direction of Nigel 

Birch.  

  Our Club is now looking to support the 

Sandbach Concert Series and their Young 

Musician of the Year competition. It is a 

volunteer, non-profit arts organization, 

which presents concerts at St Mary’s 

Church Hall to make classical music 

available to families and residents around 

Sandbach.  The events encourage young 

musicians with a half-hour “Spotlight” 

concert prior to the main artist(s). 

Richard 

http://www.sandbach-rotary.org.uk/
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Calendar 

Wednesday meetings 

 

September is New Generations month 

 

2nd Sept:   Speaker (Jenny Baker) 

9th  Sept:   Guest Day  

16th Sept:  Speaker (Tim Bramwell) 

23rd Sept:  Open agenda 

30th Sept:  Business meeting 

 

October is Vocational Service month 

 

7th October:    Speaker (Eric Cowcill) 

14th October:  Poetry reading  

21st October:  Speaker (Gaurang Dave) 

28th October:  Business meeting 

 

Other events  

18th Oct: IW Charity Lunch 

23/24/25 Oct: District Conference 

(Southport) 

 

Looking ahead 

2nd Dec: District Council 

             

 

Birthdays 

 

Dianne Wilson (2nd Sept) 

Mike Finlow (4th Sept) 

Rosemary Twidale (21st Sept) 

Max Leese (5th October) 

Phil Niddrie (18th October) 

Ken Beard (20th October) 

Val Atkinson (26thOctober) 

Bal Unnithan (27th October) 

 

 

Wedding anniversaries 

 

Bal and Lalita Unnithan (12th Sept) 

Max and Judith Leese (14th Sept) 

Keith and Gill Merryu (14th Sept) 

Graham and Iris Bradford (5th October) 

Tim and Nicola Bramwell (11th October) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs in this edition were supplied 

by Bal Unnithan.  

Habe ich das wirklich gesagt?  
 

The following text message was received by 

our President from the Club Secretary prior 

to a meeting in August. 

 “Guten Tag Prasident Richard under anders 

Rotaries. Ich bringe Ihnen Grusse vom 

Flughafen Frankfurt, wo wir derzeit 

umsteigen, Ankunft am Morgen in Tokio.  

Alles was Sie brauchen, ist das Blau Buch – 

Wenn er nicht da ist, Sie brauchen es nicht! 

Rotary and Erbsen auf der ganzen welt. 

Cheers, Tim.” 

Richard says that Google Translate came up 

with the following. 

"Good day President Richard under different 

rotaries. I bring you greetings from 

Frankfurt Airport, where we currently 

change, arriving in the morning in Tokyo. 

All you need is the Blue Book - If he's not 

there, you do not need it! 

Rotary & peas all over the world. Cheers. 

Tim" 

(Apparently Erbsen is the small round 

green vegetable, Frieden would be Rotary 

Peace!) 

 

“Come on, Meringue!” Paddy Paddock 

encourages Past President Gaurang in a 

game of boules at the barbecue.  

 

“The ice cream’s cold.” Sam Williamson 

comments on his dessert course. 

 

 

 

 

Strawberry Tea 
 

The weather forecast was a bit “iffy” for the 

Inner Wheel Strawberry Tea on 12th July 

but come the day and sunny intervals 

prevailed. 

  Sitting under the gazebos to offer 

reassurance against any possible showers, 

those who attended enjoyed an array of 

lovely sandwiches and delicious cakes as 

well as the strawberries and cream. 

  In Bill’s absence, Keith Merry organised a 

boules competition which was won by 

someone who is skilled at propelling rather 

larger spheres across the grass: Keith 

Ludlam. 

  IW President Ginny thanked Ken and 

Peggy Beresford for their kind hospitality 

for another year and presented them with 

gifts. Rotary President Richard said how 

much the guests had enjoyed the event 

before asking for volunteers to each get 

hold of a leg – of a gazebo for the 

dismantling procedure. 
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A passionate Rotary 
 

District Governor, Nigel Danby, visited the 

club in July. He said that besides bringing 

greetings from RI and RIBI he brought 

them from his own club – Rotary Club of 

Bury- and reminded members that Rotary 

takes place in the clubs. 

  He was complimentary about the report of 

the Club Assembly and said that Sandbach 

is obviously a busy club at the heart of the 

community. Nigel said that he hoped the 

club would continue for another 70 years 

but we need to do something about 

membership. He went on to say that 

traditions in a club have their place but are 

they attractive to young, working 

professionals? He said that maybe associate 

membership or corporate membership 

schemes may be useful here. It was up to 

clubs to decide but they would receive 

plenty of encouragement and support from 

District. If we are to make a gift of Rotary 

to the next generation the process must 

start now, he said. 

 

 
Nigel speaks of passion for Rotary 

 

  Nigel commented that we need to be 

more public about what we do and to make 

good use of Rotary branding so that we can 

be recognised – like McDonalds, Tesco, 

Aldi, etc. 

  Rotary Club Central is a way of telling 

District our story but is also a way of 

evaluating the projects we do. Using the 

same targets it is also possible for a club to 

receive a Presidential Citation. 

  When asked to define Rotary in one 

sentence Nigel responded with “the passion 

to make the world a better place.” 

Curry for a cause 
 

In July, members of the club combined a 

social evening with fund-raising for a 

worthy international cause. 

   Rotarians and friends met at the Zest 

Restaurant at Arclid for an Indian buffet 

meal with nearly 30 tasty dishes on offer. 

Owner of the restaurant and former 

member of the club, Raj Panddy, 

generously offered the meal at a special 

rate with the surplus on the ticket price 

being used for charitable purposes. 

 

 
Richard extends thanks to Raj Panddy   

 

  Club members were joined by partners 

and friends, members of other local Rotary 

clubs, members of the Sandbach Interact 

Club and the District Governor of the 

newly-formed District 1285, Nigel Danby, 

came over from Rochdale. 

  All those attending said how much they 

had enjoyed the food and the fellowship. 

£450 was raised which will be donated to 

Rotary charities which are working to help 

build communities in Nepal which suffered 

devastating earthquakes in April this year. 

 
From the top 
 
We In Rotary aspire to great deeds. We 

admire those who gave great gifts to 

humanity: Abraham Lincoln, who gave the 

gift of human dignity to the downtrodden; 

Mother Teresa, who gave the gift of 

compassion to the forgotten; Mahatma 

Gandhi, who gave the gift of peaceful 

change to the oppressed. Their very lives 

became gifts to the world. 

  We can be inspired by their example.. We 

can be inspired to ask, how can I, in the life 

that I live – without neglecting the 

responsibilities that are so dear to me – 

how can I, too, become a gift to the world? 

  We have only one chance in our lives. And 

we will have only one chance at this new 

Rotary year. This is our time. Let us grasp 

it. Let us Be a Gift to the World. 

RI President KR Ravindran in”Rotary”. 
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Just back from Dorset 

 

Lions Youth Brass was in fine form at their 

“End of Tour” concert at Sandbach High 

School on 31st July. 

  This concert, which is organised by our 

club, is now an annual tradition with a 

guaranteed capacity audience. 

  The band had just returned from a five-

day tour of venues on the Dorset coast. As 

a result, the audience had the advantage of 

hearing a talented group of young 

musicians who were well-rehearsed but in 

relaxed mood. 

 

 
Richard, Nigel and band members.   

 

  After a rousing start with music from “The 

Raiders of the Lost Ark”, Musical Director, 

Nigel Birch, went on to provide a wide 

variety of pieces, many of them featuring 

members of the band in solo parts. 

  Being the last concert of the year it was 

an opportunity to say goodbye and thank 

you to those band members who are 

moving on to further their education. James 

Cooper, Jordan Edge, Georgia Williams, 

Christopher Parker, Michael Parker and 

Charlotte Birch were thanked for their 

contribution to the band which, between 

them, totalled 38 years. 

 

 
There was some excellent solo playing.  

 

  This year the band celebrated its 25th 

anniversary and Nigel Birch spoke about 

the many talented young musicians who 

had contributed great loyalty and high 

quality playing during that time. 

  The concert ended, in typical style, with 

band members donning colourful hats and 

giving a bravura performance of 

Offenbach’s “Can-Can”. Band members – 

and their conductor – will have slept 

soundly that night. 

  The proceeds of the concert will be 

donated to Sandbach and District Talking 

Newspaper and Macmillan Cancer Support. 

  For more information about Lions Youth 

Brass visit www.lionsyouthbrass.co.uk 

 

Fermentation essential 
 

Sid Hague’s talk to the club in August was 

about his love of wine but he began by 

saying that his career started as an 

apprentice with Jennings and Co. He later 

went on to own a haulage company before 

moving into structural steelwork and 

industrial properties. 

  Sid said that he had enjoyed wine for 

many years – not only drinking it but also 

reading about it. He had obtained a diploma 

in wine studies and was a founder member 

of a local wine society. 

  In response to the question “what is 

wine?” Sid read out (part of) the EU 

definition which is 6000 words long. He said 

the essential requirement is that 

fermentation (sugar to alcohol) must take 

place. 

  In terms of wine production, Australia now 

produces more than any other country 

followed by California, then France. 

Argentina has the highest altitude 

vineyards. There are 4000 varieties of 

grape and some are blended – e.g. the 

heavier Cabernet Sauvignon and the lighter 

Merlot. The most blended wine is Chateau 

Neuf du Pape with 13 grapes represented. 

About 600 grapes are required to make a 

bottle of wine. 

 

                      
  

  Sid that his favourite grape was the Syrah 

from the Rhone area: known as Shiraz in 

Australia. 

  There are three basic wine bottle shapes. 

The tall, skinny German, the high 

shouldered Bordeaux and the low 

shouldered Bergundy. The Bergundy and 

Bordeaux bottles have a large dimple 

(punt) in the bottom which assists 

horizontal stacking whilst being 

transported. The high shoulder on the 

Bordeaux allows the sediment to be 

captured. 

  His advice on opening a bottle was to 

uncork a bottle of red before drinking and 

to cool a bottle of white by putting it in the 

fridge for 1 hour before drinking – any 

longer and the taste is lost. 

http://www.lionsyouthbrass.co.uk/
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Getting a grilling 

 

On a dull but dry Sunday in August, drawn 

by the smell of cooking steak and chicken 

(not to mention the nut cutlets), about 70 

Rotarians and friends found themselves in 

the garden of Ken and Peggy Beresford for 

the annual Rotary barbecue.  

 

 
Handling the hot stuff 

 

  Toiling over the hot charcoal were Keith 

Ludlam, Dave and the now part-bionic Eric 

Cowcill. Healthy salads were available from 

Jan Ludlam, Judi Baxter and Marie 

Whittaker. 

 

 
Dave thinks he’s won a Molotov cocktail. 

 

  Prior to eating, Bill “the boules” Whittaker 

organised another highly competitive 

spherical challenge which, this year, was 

won by Dave “the drop-shot” Lewis. 

 

 
Helpers sign up for Rotary botany course. 
 

 After an elegant sufficiency of food and 

drink President Richard thanked all those 

who had contributed to making the event 

such a success, with special thanks to Ken 

and Peggy, and proceeded to distribute a 

range of colourful botanical specimens - 

with advice on how to nurture them. 

 

Spirit of Sandbach 
 

Cllr Gill Merry, Sandbach Town Mayor and 

honorary member of the club, spoke about 

the work of the Town Council at the 

meeting on 19th August. 

 

             
  She began by reading a poem which she 

had recently been sent. It ended with “…the 

spirit of Sandbach lives on.” Gill said this 

sentiment was significant if the town wants 

to face the future with confidence. 

  She said that the needs of the town are 

largely those of older people – with limited 

employment opportunities Sandbach does 

not attract young people. 

  The Town Plan, which will provide a focus 

for the needs of the town, is now in its final 

stages and is currently with Cheshire East 

Council. The Cheshire East Local Plan is 

now being scrutinised by the Planning 

Inspector. 

  The initial survey for the Local Plan 

brought up a long list of aspirations, 

outside the scope of the plan. The Town 

Council has limited resources but the list – 

including such items as an ice rink and a 

new park – is being looked at to see how 

the items can be taken forward. 

  The Town Council continues to liaise with 

voluntary groups such as the Tidy Town 

project. It is working well, she said, but its 

success depends on the input from 

volunteers including our Rotary Club and 

the Interact Club. 

  The Thursday market is doing better than 

those in nearby towns but the Market Hall 

is underused and the Council is looking at 

ways to attract more use. At the same time 

the Council continues to seek a permanent 

base for the Town Council because the 

Literary Institution does not have sufficient 

disabled facilities. 

  Gill was able to answer a range of 

questions from members ranging from the 

demolition of the old Court House to 

Sunday trading. 
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Egyptian odyssey 
 

Giving a slide presentation to the club in 

July Val Atkinson said that she had visited 

Egypt on four occasions, the last one being 

some years ago. 

  She set the scene by showing a photo 

which justaposed the Egyptian desert and 

the lush, cultivated land on either side of 

the River Nile. Val said that prior to the 

construction of the Aswan dam, the Nile 

flooded annually, fertilising Egypt’s soil as it 

did so, and was referred to as ”the gift of 

the Nile” 

  Val said that the Museum of Egyptian 

Antiquities in Cairo is an unbelievable 

treasure house of riches and she showed 

photographs of a number of exhibits. 

 

 
Tutankhamun’s funerary mask 

 

 The museum houses the collection of 

amazing items from the tomb of 

Tutankhamun, discovered in 1922. The 

most ornate object of all those found in the 

tomb is Tutankhamun’s funerary mask and 

as well as the familiar front view Val also 

showed the rear. She said that gold was 

not just used to depict the wealth of the 

pharaohs but also in recognition of the sun.  

  Photographs of statues of Egyptians 

showed them striding forward with their left 

foot. One theory is that the heart is on that 

side and is therefore the “best” side. 

  Showing a photograph of a statue of 

Akhenaten, Val explained that he imposed 

on his people a monotheistic creed 

proclaiming Aton, the god in the sun’s disc, 

to be the only god. A stone relief shows 

Akhenaten sitting opposite his wife Nefertiti 

who is playing with their two children on 

her knee. Above them the rays of the sun 

depict blessings being bestowed on them 

by Aton. 

  Val went on to show photographs of the 

Temple of Karnak and spoke about the 

female pharaoh, Hatshepsut, who served 

for 20 years. Originally she served as queen 

alongside her husband, Thutmose II but 

after his death she claimed the role of 

pharaoh. Under her reign Egypt prospered 

but after her death Thutmose III erased her 

inscriptions and tried to eradicate her 

memory. In statues she is depicted in the 

traditional king’s kilt and crown, along with 

a false beard and male body, as a way of 

asserting her authority. 

  Finally, Val showed photographs of the 

Amana letters – clay tablets containing 

diplomatic correspondence. They are of 

great significance for biblical scholars since 

they shed light on the culture and language 

of the Canaanite peoples in pre-biblical 

times. 

 
Rotary backwards 
 

Jo Bain arrived at the meeting on 22nd July 

brandishing a copy of “Teaching 

Backwards”. This book, apparently, was 

required summer reading for the teaching 

staff of at least one Alsager primary school. 

  Jo said that the philosophy behind 

“teaching backwards” is that the best 

teachers are able to set realistic learning 

criteria for their pupils and to have a clear 

idea about how they are going to realise 

those criteria. She felt that there were 

lessons to be learned by Rotary in its need 

to recruit new members from this way of 

thinking. 

  Jo demonstrated some strategies by 

organising two group activities in which 

members participated enthusiastically. 

  In the first one she began by asking how 

many times people would come up with the 

same words in a word association exercise. 

It was agreed that it would be many. The 

exercise – using the word dog – proved the 

opposite. In analysing the responses Jo 

suggested that an individual’s experience of 

dogs would determine the outcomes. 

  In the same way, if asked to write down 

what “Rotary International” is, the 

responses would be varied. She said that in 

putting together a strategy for recruitment 

it was important to make sure that 

everyone was thinking of the same things 

and in the same way. She went on to ask 

the groups to write down what words came 
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to mind when the word “Sandbach” was 

given. Some themes came out of the 

exercise such as the decline in industry but 

the friendliness of the people. Jo said that, 

quoting the experience of recruiting 

members to the Haslington club, mail drops 

to attract potential Rotarians had little 

effect but meeting with people and making 

eye contact produced better results. 

  Jo said that to attract new members 

would need all the “D’s”: (determination, 

desire, drive and dedication); the “E’s” 

(energy and enthusiasm); and the “P’s” 

(persistence and patience). But before 

setting out on a programme it was 

important to set clear objectives: agree on 

an interpretation of what Rotary is and 

what we want to do for Sandbach. 

  She ended by saying that the most 

important thing is a passion for what you 

are doing. 

 

Wheels within Wheels 
Inner Wheel Club of Sandbach  

 

  
 

Strawberry Tea 
 

The wheel of time turned once again and 

Inner Wheel club’s annual Strawberry Tea 

signalled the arrival of a new President, 

Ginny Lewis. 

  For its fourth year, Ken and Peggy 

Beresford’s garden was our venue for the 

afternoon.  The strawberry team was at 

work in the morning together with 

husbands and Rotarians helping to put up 

gazebos.  The weather forecast for the 

afternoon was dull and breezy but with the 

arrival of food, provided generously by the 

members, it did not look dull at all. There 

was plenty of chatter and everyone helped 

themselves to strawberries and cream and 

cakes and drinks.  

   

    
   Anyone for strawberries? 

  A game of boules was organised by Rtn 

Keith Merry. Ladies as well as the men 

played and when a friend of Inner Wheel, a 

lady, won a round everyone cheered loudly. 

The prize eventually went to Rtn Keith 

Ludlam. 

 

 
President Ginny congratulates Keith on 

winning the boules competition. 

 

  After the raffle was drawn, President 

Ginny Lewis thanked the hosts and the 

members and President Richard Hovey of 

Rotary Club of Sandbach thanked Inner 

Wheel members for an enjoyable afternoon.  
 

July Summer Outing  
 

President Ginny Lewis’s choice of venue for 

our outing was Somerford Gardens in 

Knutsford.  Members, husbands, friends 

and three grandchildren gathered round to 

listen to Emma Dearman, who owns the 

gardens, giving a brief description about 

the features. 

  The gardens surround an Arts and Crafts 

house set in one and a half acres and 

surrounded by majestic trees. Landscaped 

gardens have herbaceous borders, 

perennials and an oak Pergola with climbing 

roses surrounding a water feature. Two 

youthful sculpted figures were an attraction 

for the ladies to take photos. The garden 

featured in ITV’s “Love your Garden” with 

Alan Titchmarsh. 

  Everyone comfortably sat for homemade 

scones and tea in serene surroundings.  

The children amused themselves and 

followed a snail trail. When the rain arrived 

we made a dash for the cars. 

 

 

Birthdays 

Alison Mellor (30th August) 

Margaret Proudlove (31st August) 

Marie Turner (23rd September) 

 

Lalita Unnithan 

Club Correspondent 
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Interaction 
News from Interact Club of Sandbach 
 

 
 

Interactors meet the campers  
 

Interact members twice met up with the 

summer campers who were taking part in 

the RYLA programme in District 1285. The 

first time was at Petty Pool. During our visit 

to Petty Pool we were able to take part in 

various activities such as archery and 

orienteering, as well as playing card games, 

table football and pool with the other young 

people. We also enjoyed a wonderful meal 

provided by the Rotary Club of Runcorn. 

 

    
   Interact meet RYLA.    

    

  The campers were very welcoming to our 

Interact members and it was great to be 

able to meet them all and learn more about 

their home countries, as well as their 

impressions of the UK.  

  The next time we met them was at the 

Nantwich Show. After having a look around 

the show and playing games at the fair, we 

all enjoyed a fantastic picnic lunch near the 

canal, which was kindly provided by Inner 

Wheel. Later on in the day we were able to 

meet up again at a nearby restaurant 

where we all shared an evening meal 

together. It was wonderful to have another 

opportunity to talk with the campers and 

hear about their time at the camp. They 

were all very nice people and we were lucky 

to have been given the opportunity to meet 

them. Our Interact members are all very 

thankful to everyone involved in the two 

days: we had a lot of fun!  

Grace Milner, President, Sandbach Interact 

Youth exchange 

 

In July I spent two weeks in Austria on a 

Rotary Youth Exchange Programme which 

was organised by the Rotary Club of Zwettl. 

The aims of the course were to learn the 

German language; gain an impression of 

Austrian culture and history and enjoy a 

range of outdoor activities. 

  There were 15 other young people there, 

aged 15 to 18, representing USA, Hungary, 

Turkey, Portugal, France, Spain, Denmark, 

Finland, Israel, Egypt, Czech Republic, 

Poland and Russia. 

 

    
   The Rotary Youth Exchange group. 

 

  I had an amazing time. We went on so 

many trips. We went into Vienna for a day; 

to nearby castles and museums; to a 

nearby boating lake for an afternoon of 

paddle-boating and swimming; to Krems 

for a shopping trip; went rock climbing; and 

met the granddaughter of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand. We also stayed for a weekend at 

a beautiful campsite where we spent two 

full days white water rafting. 

  In our free time at the hotel we swam in 

the pool, went exploring around the nearby 

countryside, watched movies and played 

board games together as well as just 

talking and getting to know each other. 

  I'm really grateful for the time I got to 

spend there with those amazing  

people. I now have a great appreciation for 

Austria as well as a greater  

understanding of different cultures and 

languages from around the world. I can 

also boast global friendships, and for that I 

am truly thankful. 

Grace Milner, President, Sandbach Interact 

Club 

 

Sandbach community 

 

 
Interact members help out at the Waitrose 

community day in July. 


